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Trump pondering Kelly’s status, 3-5 Cabinet changes 

By JONATHAN LEMIRE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump isn’t 
committing to a previous 
pledge to keep chief of 
staff John Kelly for the re¬ 
mainder of his term, part 
of widespread specula¬ 
tion about staffing chang¬ 
es that could soon sweep 
through his administration. 

Trump, in a wide-ranging 
interview that aired on “Fox 
News Sunday,” praised Kel¬ 
ly’s work ethic and much of 
what he brings to the posi¬ 
tion but added, “There are 
certain things that I don’t 
like that he does." 

“There are a couple of 
things where it’s just not his 
strength. It’s not his fault. 

It’s not his strength,” said 
Trump, who added that 
Kelly himself might want to 
depart. 

Continued on Page 3 



President Donald Trump answers a question from a member of the media as he leaves the White House, Saturday Nov. 17, 2018, 
in Washington, en route to see fire damage in California. 

Associated Press 
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New black officers, court officials rethinking U.S. policing 


By JAY REEVES 
Associated Press 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) 

— Veteran Alabama law 
enforcement officer Mark 
Pettway grew up in a black 
neighborhood called “Dy¬ 
namite Hill” because the Ku 
Klux Klan bombed so many 
houses there in the 1950s 
and ‘60s. 

Now, after becoming the 
first black person elect¬ 
ed sheriff in Birmingham 

- on the same day voters 


elected the community's 
first black district attorney 
- Pettway sees himself as 
part of a new wave of of¬ 
ficers and court officials 
tasked with enforcing laws 
and rebuilding community 
trust fractured by police 
shootings, mass incarcera¬ 
tion, and uneven enforce¬ 
ment that critics call racist. 
In a state where conser¬ 
vative politicians typically 
preach about getting 
tough on crime, Jefferson 


County’s new sheriff ran 
and won on an alternative 
message. 

He favors decriminalizing 
marijuana, opposes arm¬ 
ing school employees, sup¬ 
ports additional jailhouse 
education programs to re¬ 
duce recidivism and plans 
for deputies to go out and 
talk to people more often, 
rather than just patrolling. 
“Going forward we need to 
think about being smarter 
and not being harder," said 





This photo provided by the 
Mark Pettway campaign 
shows Sheriff-elect Mark 
Pettway, of Jefferson County, 
Ala. 

Associated Press 

the Democrat Pettway, 54. 
While the nation's law en¬ 
forcement officers are still 
mostly white men, and 
groups including the Amer¬ 
ican Civil Liberties Union 
and Black Lives Matter call 
for sweeping changes in 
the criminal justice system, 
minorities appear to be 
making gains nationwide. 

In Pettway's case, strong 
turnout by African-Ameri¬ 
can voters, combined with 
national concern over po¬ 
lice shootings of unarmed 
people of color, helped 
him defeat longtime Sheriff 
Mike Hale, a white Republi¬ 
can, said professor Angela 
K. Lewis, interim chair of po¬ 
litical science at the Univer¬ 
sity of Alabama at Birming¬ 
ham. 

Winners in other cities at¬ 
tributed their success to 
similar factors. 

Houston voters elected 17 
black women as judges in 
the midterms. 

Even before the election, 
nearly the entire criminal 
justice system in the Geor¬ 
gia city of South Fulton, 
near Atlanta was run by 
black women, including 
the chief judge, prosecu¬ 
tor, chief clerk and public 
defender. 

They’re offering more 


chances for criminal de¬ 
fendants to avoid convic¬ 
tions through pre-trial pro¬ 
grams and increased use 
of taxpayer-funded law¬ 
yers to protect the rights of 
the accused. 

Chief Judge Tiffany C. Sell¬ 
ers of South Fulton’s munici¬ 
pal court said officials also 
explain court procedures in 
detail to defendants, many 
of whom haven’t been 
in court before and are 
scared. 

“Black and brown people 
often feel disenfranchised 
from the system, and I want 
them to understand what is 
going on,” Sellers said. 

“At the end of the day they 
may not like what I did with 
their case, but at least they 
know I explained things to 
them.” 

Midterms voters in five 
North Carolina counties 
elected black Democratic 
sheriffs for the first time, in¬ 
cluding Gerald Baker in 
Wake County. He defeat¬ 
ed a longtime Republican 
incumbent by campaign¬ 
ing on ending the county’s 
participation in a Trump 
administration program to 
detain people suspected 
of being in the country il¬ 
legally and advocating for 
greater police account¬ 
ability. 

The message resonated in 
a county where a deputy 
and two highway troopers 
were charged in the beat¬ 
ing of a black man earlier 
this year. Kyron Hinton suf¬ 
fered injuries including a 
broken nose, multiple dog 
bites and a fractured eye 
socket. 

“If we make a mistake out 
here in the actions that 
we take then we should 
take responsibility for those 
things,” Baker said in an in¬ 
terview after the election. 
Yet despite gains by people 
of color, officials like Baker 
still represent a minority in 
U.S. law enforcement. □ 
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Trump pondering Kelly’s status, 3-5 Cabinet changes 


Continued from Front 

Asked whether he would 
keep Kelly in his post 
through 2020, the president 
offered only that “it could 
happen.” Trump had ear¬ 
lier pledged publicly that 
Kelly would remain through 
his first term in office, 
though many in the West 
Wing were skeptical. 

Trump said he was happy 
with his Cabinet but was 
thinking about chang¬ 
ing “three or four or five 
positions.” One of fhem is 
Homeland Security chief 
Kirstjen Nielsen, whose de¬ 
parture is now considered 
inevitable. Trump said in 
the interview that he could 
keep her on, but he made 
clear that he wished she 
would be tougher in imple¬ 
menting his hard-line im¬ 
migration policies and en¬ 
forcing border security. 

The list of potenfial re¬ 
placements for Nielsen in¬ 
cludes a career lawman, 
two military officers and 
former acting U.S. Immigra¬ 
tion and Customs Enforce¬ 
ment head. But her even¬ 
tual replacement will find 
there's no getting around 
the immigration laws and 
court challenges that have 
thwarted the president's 
hard-line agenda at every 
turn — even if there’s bet¬ 
ter personal chemistry. 
Trump also discussed the 
removal of Mira Ricardel, 
a deputy national secu¬ 
rity adviser who is being 
moved to another position 
in the administration after 
clashes with the East Wing 
culminated in an extraor¬ 
dinary statement from first 
lady Melania Trump that 


called for her removal. The 
president said Ricardel was 
“not too diplomatic, but 
she’s talented” and down¬ 
played the idea that his 
wife was calling the shots in 
the White House. “(The first 
lady’s team) wanted to go 
a little bit public because 
that's the way they felt and 
I thought it was fine," Trump 
said. He also dismissed a 
series of reports that he 
had been fuming in the 
week after the Democrats 
captured the House, claim¬ 
ing instead that the mood 
of the West Wing was “very 
light.” The president also 
addressed a series of other 
topics: 

— He said he “would not 
get involved" if his choice 
for acting attorney gener¬ 
al, Matt Whitaker, decided 
to curtail special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s investiga¬ 
tion into 2016 election inter¬ 
ference and possible ties 
between the Trump cam¬ 
paign and Russia. Whita¬ 
ker was previously a fierce 
critic of the probe, and 
Democrats have called for 
him to recuse himself from 
overseeing it. Trump said 
that “It's going to be up 
to him" and that “I really 
believe he's going to do 
what’s right.” 

— He downplayed a fed¬ 
eral judge’s decision to 
restore CNN reporter Jim 
Acosta’s White House press 
pass but derided an al¬ 
leged lack of “decorum" 
among reporters who 
cover the administration. 

— He also defended his 
incendiary attacks on the 
press, which include label¬ 
ing reporters the “enemy 
of the people,” a phrase 


more closely associated 
with authoritarian regimes. 
Trump suggested that his 
interviewer, Chris Wallace, 
was no “angel,” and bris¬ 
tled when the host from 
Fox News, which generally 
gives him favorable cover¬ 
age, said that the media 
was in “solidarity.” Trump 
declared, “I am calling 
fake news, fake reporting, 
is what's tearing this coun¬ 
try apart because people 
know, people like things 
that are happening and 
they’re not hearing about 
it."a 



White House Chief of Staff John Kelly watches as President Donald 
Trump speaks during a signing ceremony for the “Cybersecurity 
and Infrastructure Security Agency Act,” in the Oval Office of 
the White House, Friday, Nov. 16, 2018, in Washington. 

Associated Press 
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Andrew Gillum the Democrat candidate for governor speaks at 
a news conference on Saturday, Nov. 10, 2018, in Tallahassee, 
Fla. 

Associated Press 


1st black Democratic nominee 
for Florida governor concedes 


By GARY FINEOUT and 
BRENDAN FARRINGTON 
Associated Press 
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) 

— Andrew Gillum, who 
tried to energize Florida’s 
young and minority voters 
through a Democratic co¬ 
alition seeking to end two 
decades of Republican 
control of the governor’s 
office, ended his hard- 


fought campaign Satur¬ 
day as the state’s first black 
nominee for the post. 
Gillum, whose refrain had 
been “bring it home” as he 
recounted stories of grow¬ 
ing up poor in the state, 
concluded his campaign 
with a Facebook video he 
recorded alongside his wife 
in a park. 

In his four-minute plus vid¬ 
eo, Gillum congratulated 
Republican Ron DeSantis 
and also vowed to remain 
politically active even 
though his term as mayor 
of the Florida capital of Tal¬ 
lahassee ends next week. 
Of his future plans, Gillum 
said: “stay tuned.” 

Gillum, just 39 years old, 
earned national atten¬ 
tion and financial backing 
from well-known liberal bil¬ 
lionaires with his first bid for 
statewide office. He ran 
on a liberal platform that 
included expanding Med¬ 
icaid and raising taxes to 
spend more on education 
even though both ideas 
would have been hard to 
pass through the GOP-con- 
trolled Legislature. 

His final act as a candidate 
was less confrontational 
than that of another promi¬ 
nent African-American 
candidate in this year’s 
midterm elections: Stacy 
Abrams in neighboring 
Georgia ended her cam¬ 
paign for governor on Fri¬ 
day, ceding to a Republi¬ 
can with an unapologeti- 
cally indignant tone estab¬ 
lishing herself as a leading 
voting rights advocate. 
“This has been the journey 
of our lives,” said Gillum, 
appearing in the video with 
his wife, R. Jai Gillum. “Al¬ 
though nobody wanted to 
be governor more than me 
that this was not just about 
an election cycle. This was 
about creating the type of 


change in this state that re¬ 
ally allows for the voices of 
everyday people to show 
up again in our govern¬ 
ment, in our state, and in 
our communities. We know 
that this fight continues." 
Gillum's concession came 
hours before Florida’s 
counties must turn in their 
official results at noon Sun¬ 
day after tense days of re¬ 
counting ballots in both the 
gubernatorial and a U.S. 
Senate contest — two na¬ 
tionally watched midterm 
elections that have keep 
the presidential swing state 
on edge since Election 
Day. 

Gillum's brief remarks 
came hours after President 
Donald Trump, who at one 
point in the campaign had 
sharply criticized Gillum, 
praised him for running a 
tough race. Gillum had ini¬ 
tially conceded to DeSan¬ 
tis on election night, but he 
retracted it as the razor- 
thin margin between the 
two candidates narrowed. 
But he still trailed DeSantis 
by more than 30,000 votes 
following a legally required 
machine recount. Counties 
are wrapping up a hand 
recount this weekend and 
must submit their official re¬ 
sults by noon Sunday. 
Gillum's concession as¬ 
sures Florida Republicans 
will retain their grasp on the 
governor’s office since Jeb 
Bush's term starting in 1999. 
DeSantis, 40, was consid¬ 
ered an underdog before 
Trump tweeted his support 
for DeSantis in December, 
a month before DeSan¬ 
tis even entered the race. 
Trump campaigned to 
help push DeSantis to a pri¬ 
mary victory in August and 
visited Florida two more 
times to help the Republi¬ 
can in the final days of the 
election. □ 
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Rhodes scholar class features plenty of 
women, immigrants 


By PHILIP MARCELO and 
DEEPTI HAJELA 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — The latest 
crop of U.S. Rhodes schol¬ 
ars has more women than 
any other single class, and 
almost half of this year’s 
recipients of the presti¬ 
gious scholarship to Oxford 
University in England are 
either immigrants or first- 
generation Americans, the 
Rhodes Trust announced 
Sunday. 

Among the 32 winners is 
Harvard University senior 
Jin Park, the first recipient 
covered by the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arriv¬ 
als, or DACA, the Obama- 
era program that shields 
young immigrants from de¬ 
portation. 

Park, 22, of the New York 
City borough of Queens, 
arrived from South Korea 
with his parents when he 
was 7, studied molecu¬ 
lar and cellular biology at 
Harvard, and founded a 
nonprofit to help undocu¬ 
mented students apply to 
college. 

He hopes to become an 
immigrant advocate, say¬ 
ing it's important for him to 
use the opportunity to bet¬ 
ter others, not just himself. 
“When you grow up as an 
undocumented immigrant 
in America, that under¬ 
standing that your talents 
don't really belong to you 
in the traditional sense, 
that you have to share the 
fruits of your labor with oth¬ 
ers, that's just something 
you learn,” Park said. 
Alaleh Azhir, a 21-year old 
senior at Johns Hopkins 




This September 2018 photo provided by Louis-Henri Merino 
shows Alaleh Azhir in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


University in Baltimore, emi¬ 
grated from Iran when she 
was 14 — and is also one of 
21 female scholars named 
Sunday. The New York City 
resident hopes eventually 
to become a doctor and 
will study women’s and re¬ 
productive health at Ox¬ 
ford. 

“I’m just a passionate ad¬ 
vocate for women in gen¬ 
eral and that’s mostly be¬ 
cause of my background,” 
she said. “I thought that the 
way I could advocate for 
women could be by advo¬ 
cating for their health.” 

At Chapman University in 


Southern California, Vidal 
Arroyo, 21, reflected on his 
unlikely path to becom¬ 
ing his school's first Rhodes 
Scholar. 

“As a Latino, a first-gener¬ 
ation college student, and 
a train commuter to col¬ 
lege, winning this scholar¬ 
ship means so much to me 
because it sheds hope for 
students from backgrounds 
like my own who have to 
overcome multiple bar¬ 
riers in pursuit of a higher 
education and a better 
future," said Arroyo, who 
plans to study engineering 
science at Oxford. 


And Eren Orbey, a 23-year- 
old senior at Yale Univer¬ 
sity in Connecticut, whose 
parents emigrated from 
Turkey, hopes studying at 
Oxford will bring greater 
“context and clarity" to his 
writing. He is a regular con¬ 
tributor to The New Yorker 
magazine and is working 
on a book about his father, 
who was slain in Ankara 
when he was just 3, and the 
killer. 

“I’m interested in studying 
the ethics of revenge and 
forgiveness,” Orbey said 
Sunday by email. “I think 
that our culture and media 
coverage often conde¬ 
scend to immigrants and 
survivors of trauma. In my 
writing, I hope to recast 
tragedy and strife as occa¬ 
sions for growth and hero¬ 
ism.” 

The U.S. Rhodes scholars 
join a separate, interna¬ 
tional group of scholars 
representing more than 60 
countries. 

Rhodes Scholarships pro¬ 
vide all expenses for at 
least two years of study at 
Oxford. They were created 
in 1902 in the will of Cecil 
Rhodes, a British business¬ 
man and Oxford alum who 
was a prime minister of the 
Cape Colony in present- 
day South Africa.Q 
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Ed Department investigates claims against women’s programs 



Kursat Pekgoz, a PhD student at the University of Southern 
California, poses for a photo on the school's campus on Oct. 29, 
2018, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


By MARIA DANILOVA 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — At 

home in Turkey, Kursat Pe¬ 
kgoz considered himself 
a feminist. In the world of 
American higher educa¬ 
tion, where he is now pur¬ 
suing a doctorate in English 
literature, the 30-year-old 
activist says it is men who 
are being treated unfairly. 
Arguing that campus re¬ 
source groups for women 
and women’s studies pro¬ 
grams amount to discrimi¬ 
nation against men, Pe¬ 
kgoz has filed federal com¬ 
plaints against several uni¬ 
versities with the backing of 
the National Coalition for 
Men, an American men's 
rights organization. 

The Education Department 
is taking the complaints se¬ 
riously. Over the last year. 


its civil rights division has 
opened investigations into 
Yale, Princeton, the Univer¬ 
sity of Southern California 
and Tulane University to 
determine whether their 
women’s programs vio¬ 


late Title IX, a federal law 
that prohibits sex discrimi¬ 
nation at schools that re¬ 
ceive federal funding. The 
department also has re¬ 
ceived complaints against 
Georgetown, Northeastern 


and the University of Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

With more women attend¬ 
ing and graduating from 
college than men in Amer¬ 
ica, Pekgoz says women 
no longer need additional 
support. 

“Women are the majority, 
so I really cannot see how 
this is not discrimination 
against men,” said Pekgoz, 
a student at the University 
of Southern California. He 
studied English literature in 
Turkey and moved to the 
U.S. four years ago to pur¬ 
sue an advanced degree. 
“We can’t keep living in 
the past on these issues.” 
While the number of wom¬ 
en attending college has 
grown significantly in re¬ 
cent decades, women are 
still underrepresented in sci¬ 
ence and technology and 
in leadership positions in 
higher education. 

Scholars say women's stud¬ 
ies and gender studies, as 
fields of academic study, 
are open to men like any 
other. And advocates of 
initiatives targeting wom¬ 
en in particular say they 
are crucial to help them 
succeed in a time when 
women continue to earn 
less than men and sexual 
harassment remains wide¬ 
spread on campuses and 
in the workplace. 

The investigations come 
at a time when President 
Donald Trump’s administra¬ 
tion is pushing ahead with 
a conservative agenda 
on other fronts in higher 
education. Administration 
officials are endorsing giv¬ 
ing greater rights to those 
accused of sexual assault 
on campus and pushing 
back against race-based 
affirmative action in admis¬ 
sions. 

Carly Thomsen, a profes¬ 
sor of feminist studies at 
Vermont’s Middlebury 
College, dismissed the 
complaints as a backlash 


against women’s activism 
and the #MeToo move¬ 
ment. 

“They are trying to dress up 
their desire to hold on to 
power as an equity issue," 
Thomsen said. 

The complaints under in¬ 
vestigation by the Educa¬ 
tion Department describe 
opportunities that appear 
to exclude men. 

The Yale Women Innova¬ 
tors, a weekly event series, 
is discriminatory, Pekgoz 
argues, because it says it 
is open to “all Yale women 
and non-binary femme stu¬ 
dents, alumni, faculty staff, 
and community mem¬ 
bers.” At Princeton, he 
said in another complaint, 
the university treats male 
students unfairly by offer¬ 
ing a course on defending 
against sexual assault only 
to women. 

“Everything should be 
available on a gender- 
neutral basis,” Pekgoz said. 
The Education Department 
is also looking into whether 
the Cagney and Lacey Fel¬ 
lowship at the University of 
Southern California shows 
prejudice against male 
applicants because it is 
awarded to “a returning 
woman student." 

Yale and USC said they are 
committed to nondiscrimi¬ 
nation. Princeton said the 
school is providing the Ed¬ 
ucation Department with 
the necessary information. 
Following the complaint, 
Tulane University is consid¬ 
ering how to administer 
women’s empowerment 
programs “without regard 
to their sex." 

The Education Department 
said in a statement that it 
enforces Title IX so that “all 
students, including men, 
have equal access to edu¬ 
cational opportunity and 
can go to school without 
fear of sex discrimination.” 
It would not comment on 
specific investigations.^ 
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Prison inmate death after run-in with staff ruled homicide 


By JOHN O’CONNOR 
AP Political Writer 
SPRINGFIELD, III. (AP) — 

The death of an inmate 
following an “altercation 
with correctional staff" at 
Western Illinois Correction¬ 
al Center in May has been 
ruled a homicide, accord¬ 
ing to an autopsy report 
provided to The Associat¬ 
ed Press under a Freedom 
of Information request. 
Larry Earvin died from 
blunt trauma to the chest 
and abdomen, the death 
certificate from Clinton 
County in southern Illinois 
said. The 65-year-old Earvin 
sustained 15 rib fractures 
and two dozen or more 
abrasions, hemorrhages 
and lacerations. Surgery 
to remove a portion of his 
bowel appears to have fol¬ 
lowed the injury, the report 
says. 

The FBI is investigating the 
May 17 incident at the pris¬ 
on in Mount Sterling, about 
250 miles (400 kilometers) 
southwest of Chicago. Il¬ 
linois Department of Cor¬ 
rections officials declined 
to disclose details of the 
altercation. 

At least four Western Illinois 
employees were placed 
on administrative leave 
with pay on May 22, ac¬ 
cording to documents 
provided under the Free¬ 
dom of Information Act. 
Suspended for allegedly 
violating conduct stan¬ 
dards were correctional 
Sgt. Willie Fledden, 40, of 
Mount Sterling; correction¬ 
al Lts. Benjamin Burnett, 33, 
of Winchester, and Blake 
Haubrich, 30, of Quincy 
and correctional officer 
Alex Banta, 27, of Quincy. 
Earvin was black. The race 
of the officers allegedly in¬ 
volved in the altercation is 
uncertain. 

Earvin, serving a six-year 
sentence for a Cook Coun¬ 
ty robbery and scheduled 
for release in September, 
was airlifted to a regional 
hospital after the incident, 
Corrections spokeswoman 
Lindsey Hess said in July. 
He died six weeks after he 
was airlifted, on June 26, 
at Centralia Correctional 
Center, according to the 
death certificate signed 
by Clinton County Coroner 
Phillip Moss. 


Moss declined comment. 
So did Dr. Gershom Nor¬ 
fleet, the St. Louis foren¬ 
sic pathologist who per¬ 
formed the autopsy with 
special agents from the FBI 
and Illinois State Police and 
a state police crime scene 
investigator attending. 
Neither FBI spokesman 
Brad Ware nor Hess would 
comment on the autopsy. 
“The IDOC (corrections de¬ 
partment) has cooperated 
fully with federal authorities 
and, as per FBI policy, we 
are not allowed to discuss 
details regarding an inves¬ 
tigation,” Hess said in an 
email. 

In addition to the broken 
ribs and multiple abra¬ 
sions which showed signs 
of healing at the time of 
death, Earvin had pneu¬ 
monia, a tracheostomy 
tube and a chest tube to 
drain fluids, all associated 
with chest trauma, accord¬ 
ing to Norfleet’s findings. 
Under the heading “blunt 
abdominal trauma," the 
report says that a portion 
of Earvin’s colon had been 
removed surgically and an 
ileostomy bag installed for 
waste removal. 

In Earvin’s system were 
morphine and Hydrocodo- 
ne for pain and drugs used 
for anxiefy and depression. 
He also had severe nar¬ 
rowing of the aorta, high 
blood pressure, cirrhosis 
and Hepatitis C. 

The death certificate indi¬ 
cates that Earvin was born 
in an unknown Mississippi 
city. He was sentenced to 
six years in prison in 2015 for 
theft of merchandise un¬ 
der $300 in Cook County. 
His rap sheet also includes 
a seven-year stretch in 
2004 for aggravated arson 
and previous convictions 
for retail theft, burglary, 
theft and attempted bur¬ 
glary dating to 1984. 

The AP has been unable 
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to locate any members of 
Earvin’s family. 

Hedden, Burnett, Haubrich 
and Banta were placed 
on administrative leave for 
“violations of standards of 
conduct pending investi¬ 
gation,” documents show. 
Hess declined comment on 
the officers' current status 
and would not confirm their 
suspensions were connect¬ 
ed to the Earvin incident. 
But in the department's re¬ 
sponse to the AP’s request 
for their disciplinary records, 
the department indicated 
it was withholding relevant 
documents because the 
“FBI is the primary investiga¬ 
tive agency in this matter 
and has determined that 
a release of these records 
would jeopardize the inves¬ 
tigation.” 

Hedden declined com- 



This undated photo provided by the Illinois Department of 
Corrections shows Larry Earvin, a former inmate at Western 
Illinois Correctional Center in Mt Sterling, III. 

Associated Press 

ment when contacted, the other correctional staff, 
Messages left after calling Burnett, Haubrich and Ban- 
numbers associated with ta, were not returned. □ 
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Scattered tax protests persist in France; injuries up to 409 


By ELAINE GANLEY 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — French Prime 
Minister Edouard Philippe, 
standing firm against a 
wave of grassroots pro¬ 
tests, said Sunday that fuel 
tax hikes would remain in 
place despite nationwide 
agitation. 

“The course we set is good 
and we will keep it," Philippe 
said during an interview on 
TV station France-2, “It’s not 
when the wind blows that 
you change course.” 

Nearly 300,000 protesters 
paralyzed traffic at more 
than 2,000 strategic sites 
around France on Satur¬ 
day in a bid to force the 
government to lower taxes 
on diesel fuel and gaso¬ 
line. Other issues, like buy¬ 
ing power, melted into the 
main demand as the dem¬ 
onstrations unfolded. 

A protester was struck and 
killed Saturday when a pan- 
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Protesters shout anti government slogan on the place de la Concorde to protest fuel taxes in Paris, 
France, Saturday, Nov. 17, 2018. 

Associated Press 


icked driver facing a road¬ 
block in the eastern Savoie 
region. French press reports 
Sunday said the driver was 
charged with manslaugh¬ 


ter and released. At last 
count, at least 409 people 
had been injured — 14 seri¬ 
ously, Interior Minister Chris- 
tophe Castaner said Sun¬ 


day on RTL radio. 

Holdouts refusing to end the 
protests continued to slow 
traffic Sunday. Blockades 
were counted at 150 scat¬ 


tered locations Sunday, 
Castaner told RTL radio. 
Protesters were notably in 
Rennes, in western France, 
Avignon, in the south, and 
Nancy, in the east, where 
police moved in to clear 
them. 

The situation throughout 
the night was “agitated,” 
Castaner said, with “ag¬ 
gressions, fights, knife-slash¬ 
ing" taking place, including 
among the protesters. 
Overall, 157 people were 
detained for questioning - 
double the number report¬ 
ed Saturday night. 

The upstart movement be¬ 
hind the weekend protests 
represents middle-class citi¬ 
zens and those with fewer 
means who rely on their 
cars to get to work. The pro¬ 
testers called themselves 
“yellow jackets" after the 
safety vests French drivers 
are obliged to keep in their 
cars for emergencies.Q 


In Jordan’s ancient Petra, sirens warn of flash floods 


By LAURE VAN RUYMBEKE 
Associated Press 
PETRA, Jordan (AP) — In an¬ 
cient times, Arab tribesmen 
dug diversion tunnels to 
protect their low-lying trad¬ 
ing post of Petra against 
desert flash floods. More 
than two millennia later, an 
alarm system warns visitors 
if flood water rushes toward 
what has become Jordan’s 
main tourist attraction. 
Earlier this month, the 
alarms were activated for 
the first time, said Hussein 
al-Hasanat of the Petra 
Development & Tourism 
Region Authority. Sirens 
blared minutes before a 



In this Feb. 13, 2017 file photo, tourists brave a rare rainstorm 
in plastic ponchos to hike deeper into Jordan’s famous Petra 
archaeological park, southern Jordan. 

Associated Press 

torrent fed by heavy rains into rose-hued rock face, 
approached the UNESCO Hundreds of tourists were 
World Heritage site carved able to seek higher ground 


and were later evacuated, 
he said. 

Amateur video posted on¬ 
line at the time showed 
visitors running through 
a steep, narrow canyon 
leading to the Treasury, Pe¬ 
tra’s main draw, as guides 
urged them to hurry. Later, 
visitors were seen stand¬ 
ing on a higher patch near 
the Treasury as knee-high 
water poured through the 
canyon. 

Elsewhere in Jordan, such 
alarms are still missing. Thir¬ 
ty-four people were killed in 
flash floods in late Septem¬ 
ber and early November. 
The last fatal flash flood 


struck Petra in 1963 when 
22 French tourists and a 
local guide were killed by 
rapidly rising waters. In re¬ 
sponse, Jordan's Depart¬ 
ment of Antiquities built a 
dam to keep water from 
entering the canyon lead¬ 
ing to the Treasury. 

On Nov. 9, the system was 
triggered for the first time, 
through a computer in the 
Petra Authority’s control 
room. 

The computer is connect¬ 
ed to eight rain forecast 
systems and two water de¬ 
tection stations placed in 
the area, within 8 kilome¬ 
ters (5 miles) of Petra. □ 
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UK leader warns ousting her won’t make Brexit talks easier 


$L v 





Britain's Prime Minister Theresa May takes a drink of water 
during a press conference inside 10 Downing Street in London, 
Thursday, Nov. 15, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By SYLVIA HUI 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Britain’s 
besieged Prime Minis¬ 
ter Theresa May warned 
Sunday that a leadership 
change wouldn't make 
Brexit negotiations easier, 
as opponents in her Con¬ 
servative Party threaten to 
unseat her and the former 
Brexit secretary suggested 
she failed to stand up to 
bullying from European 
Union officials. 

As furious Conservative reb¬ 
els try to gather the num¬ 
bers to trigger a no-confi- 
dence vote. May insisted 
she hadn't considered quit¬ 
ting. 

“A change of leadership 
at this point isn’t going to 
make the negotiations any 
easier and it isn't going to 
change the parliamentary 
arithmetic,” she told Sky 
News in an interview. 

May added that the next 
seven days “are going to 
be critical" for successful 


Brexit talks, and that she 
will be travelling to Brussels 
to meet with EU leaders 
before an emergency Eu¬ 
ropean Council summit on 
Nov. 25. 

An announcement this 
week that Britain has struck 
a draft divorce agree¬ 
ment with the EU triggered 
a political crisis in Britain, 
with the deal roundly sav¬ 


aged by both the opposi¬ 
tion and large chunks of 
May's own Conservatives. 
Two Cabinet ministers and 
several junior government 
members quit, and more 
than 20 lawmakers have 
submitted letters of no con¬ 
fidence in May. Forty-eight 
such letters — or 15 percent 
of Conservative lawmakers 
— are needed for a leader¬ 


ship challenge vote. 

Asked about the attacks di¬ 
rected at her, May said: “It 
doesn’t distract me. Politics 
is a tough business and I've 
been in it for a long time." 
Dominic Raab, who quit 
Thursday as Brexit secre¬ 
tary, said “there is one thing 
missing and that is political 
will and resolve.” 

“If we cannot close this 
deal on reasonable terms, 
we need to be very hon¬ 
est with the country that 
we will not be bribed and 
blackmailed or bullied and 
we will walk away," he told 
the Sunday Times. 

Many pro-Brexit Conserva¬ 
tives want a clean break 
with the EU and argue that 
the close trade ties be¬ 
tween the U.K. and the EU 
called for in the deal would 
leave Britain a vassal state, 
with no way to indepen¬ 
dently disentangle itself 
from the bloc. 

The draft agreement envi¬ 
sions Britain leaving the EU 


as planned on March 29, 
but remaining inside the 
bloc's single market and 
bound by its rules until the 
end of December 2020. 

It also commits the two 
sides to the contentious 
“backstop” solution, which 
would keep the U.K. in a 
customs arrangement with 
the EU until a permanent 
trade treaty is worked out. 
That will serve to guarantee 
that the border between 
the U.K.'s Northern Ireland 
and EU member Ireland 
remained free of customs 
checkpoints after Brexit. 
Both Britain and the EU 
want to ensure Northern 
Ireland’s hard-won peace 
process isn't undermined, 
but reaching an agree¬ 
ment on how to achieve 
that had long been a key 
obstacle in the negotia¬ 
tions. Opposition leader 
Jeremy Corbyn called the 
deal a “one-way agree¬ 
ment" in which the EU “calls 
all the shots. 
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Netanyahu takes on defense post amid call for early polls 
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elet Shaked, also of Jewish 
Home, are set to deliver a 
statement to the media 
Monday. If the party leaves 
the coalition, it would strip 
Netanyahu of his parlia¬ 
mentary majority. 

Finance Minister Moshe 
Kahlon, another senior 
partner, says another year 
of such instability will harm 
the economy. A meeting 
between him and Netan¬ 
yahu Sunday meant to 
convince Kahlon to stay 
ended with no results. 
Netanyahu’s Likud allies 
are already preparing to 
pin the blame on coalition 
partners if the effort to sal¬ 
vage the government fails. 
“I think that there is no rea¬ 
son to shorten the term of 
a national government, 
not even for one day, and 
at this moment it’s in the 
hands of the education 
minister and the finance 
minister,” said Gilad Erdan, 
the minister of public secu¬ 
rity. 

No Israeli government has 
served out its full term since 
1988. Since then, elections 
have almost always been 
moved up because of a 
coalition crisis or a strategic 
move by the prime minister 
to maximize his chances of 
re-election. □ 


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, center. Government Secretary Tzahi Braverman, Yuval 
Steinitz Israel's Minister of Energy in charge of Israel Atomic Energy Commission attend the weekly 
cabinet meeting at the prime minister’s office in Jerusalem, Sunday, Nov. 18, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By TIA GOLDENBERG 
Associated Press 
TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) — Is¬ 
raeli Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu said Sun¬ 
day he would take on the 
defense minister portfolio, 
rejecting calls to dissolve 
his government even as 
early elections appeared 
increasingly likely. 
Netanyahu said heading 
to elections now, amid re¬ 
peated violent confronta¬ 
tions with Gaza militants, 
was “irresponsible” of his 
coalition partners, who 
have been pushing for ear¬ 
ly polls since the resignation 
last week of Defense Minis¬ 
ter Avigdor Lieberman over 
a Gaza cease-fire. 

“Today, I take on for the first 
time the position of defense 
minister,” said Netanyahu, 
speaking from Israel’s de¬ 
fense headquarters in Tel 
Aviv in a statement broad¬ 
cast live at the top of the 
evening newscasts. 

“We are in one of the most 
complex security situations 
and during a period like 
this, you don't topple a 
government. During a pe¬ 
riod like this you don't go to 
elections,” he said. 


The sudden coalition cri¬ 
sis was sparked by the 
resignation of the hawk¬ 
ish Lieberman, who had 
demanded a far stronger 
response last week to the 
most massive wave of rock¬ 
et attacks on Israel since 
the 2014 Israel-Hamas war. 
He alleges the cease-fire 
agreement reached with 


Gaza’s Hamas rulers will 
put southern Israel under 
a growing threat from the 
group, similar to that posed 
to northern Israel by Leba¬ 
non’s heavily armed Hez¬ 
bollah group. 

The departure of Lieber¬ 
man and his Yisrael Beitenu 
party leaves the coalition 
with a one-seat majority 
in the 120-member parlia¬ 
ment. Netanyahu's other 
partners say that makes 


governing untenable and 
would leave the coalition 
susceptible to the extortion 
of any single lawmaker until 
elections scheduled for No¬ 
vember 2019. 

Education Minister Naftali 
Bennett, of the pro-settler 
Jewish Home party, has al¬ 
ready threatened to bring 
down the government if he 
is not appointed defense 
minister. 

He and Justice Minister Ay- 
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Pope decries that ‘wealthy few’ feast 
on what belongs to all 



Pope Francis incenses the altar as he celebrates a mass in St. 
Peter basilica at the Vatican, Sunday, Nov. 18, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By FRANCES D’EMILIO 
Associated Press 
VATICAN CITY (AP) — 

Championing the cause 
of the poor. Pope Francis 
on Sunday lamented that 
“the wealthy few" enjoy 
what, “in justice, belongs 


to all” and said Christians 
cannot remain indifferent 
to the growing cries of the 
exploited and the indigent, 
including migrants. 

Francis invited about 6,000 
poor people as well as some 
of the volunteers who help 


them to the splendor of St. 
Peter's Basilica where he 
celebrated Mass on a day 
the Catholic Church dedi¬ 
cates to the needy. Later, 
he sat down with 1,500 of 
the indigent for a lunch of 
lasagna, chicken, mashed 
potatoes and tiramisu in 
a Vatican auditorium. He 
cited the “stifled cry” of 
the unborn, of starving chil¬ 
dren, “of young people 
more used to the explo¬ 
sion of bombs than happy 
shouts at the playground.” 
He also drew attention to 
the plight of abandoned 
elderly, the friendless and 
“the cry of all those forced 
to flee their homes and na¬ 
tive land for an uncertain 
future. It is the cry of entire 
peoples, deprived even of 
the great natural resources 
at their disposal." □ 
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Interpol meets to select new president after China’s arrest 



Jurgen Stock, Secretary General of Interpol, right, and 
commander-in-chief of Dubai Police Abdullah Al Marri arrive 
for a press conference at the opening day of 87th International 
Criminal Police Organisation (Interpol) General Assembly in 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Sunday, Nov. 18, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By AYA BATRAWY 
Associated Press 
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
(AP) — Police chiefs from 
around the world gathered 
in Dubai on Sunday for In¬ 
terpol’s general assembly 
to select a new president 
after the agency’s former 
official in the post was de¬ 
tained in China. 

Meng Hongwei— who was 
China’s vice minister of 
public security while also 
leading Interpol — went 
missing while on a trip to 
China in September. It later 
emerged that the long¬ 
time Communist Party in¬ 
sider with decades of ex¬ 
perience in China’s security 
apparatus was detained as 
part of a sweeping purge 
against allegedly corrupt 
or disloyal officials under 
President Xi Jinping's au¬ 
thoritarian administration. 
Interpol member-states will 
also be deciding whether 
to accept Kosovo as a full 
member, which would al¬ 
low officials there to file red 
notices for Serbian officials 
that Kosovo considers war 
criminals. 

The red notices are alerts 
circulated by Interpol to 
all member countries that 
identify a person wanted 
for arrest by another coun¬ 
try. Interpol says there are 
57,289 active red notices 
around the world. 

Interpol acts as a clearing¬ 
house for national police 
services that want to hunt 
down suspects outside their 
borders. The body, howev¬ 
er, has faced criticism that 
governments have abused 
the “red notice” system 
to go after political en¬ 
emies and dissidents, even 
though its charter explicitly 


proclaims its neutrality and 
prohibits the use of police 
notices for political reasons. 
Two years ago, Interpol in¬ 
troduced new measures 
aimed at strengthening the 
legal framework around 
the red notice system. As 
part of the changes, an in¬ 
ternational team of lawyers 
and experts first check a no¬ 
tice’s compliance with In¬ 
terpol rules and regulations 
before it goes out. Interpol 
also says it enhanced the 
work of an appeals body 
for those targeted with red 
notices. 

Chinese authorities say 
Meng is being lawfully in¬ 
vestigated for taking bribes 
and other crimes. China’s 
beleaguered rights activists 
point out that as someone 
with a seat atop the coun¬ 
try’s powerful public securi¬ 
ty apparatus, Meng helped 
build the opaque system of 
largely unchecked power 
wielded by the ruling Com¬ 
munist Party to which he's 
now fallen victim. 
Meng’swife has told The As¬ 
sociated Press from France 
that the bribery accusation 


he faces is just an excuse 
for a lengthy detention and 
that he is being persecuted 
for political reasons. 

As more than 1,000 dele¬ 
gates from most of the 192 
member-states began fill¬ 
ing the main hall for the an¬ 
nual event, Interpol Secre¬ 
tary-General Jurgen Stock 
explained to reporters that 
the agency’s rules did not 
allow for Meng to continue 
acting as president. Meng 
had been serving as presi¬ 
dent since November 2016, 
and his term was due to 
end in 2020. 

He said Interpol received 
Meng's resignation letter 
from China on Oct. 7 and 
that Interpol was notified 
by Chinese authorities that 
Meng is no longer a dele¬ 
gate to Interpol. 

“It sounds a little technical 
but again that automati¬ 
cally leads to the fact, ac¬ 
cording to our rules, that 
he is not the president any¬ 
more," Stock said. “We had 
to take the measures to en¬ 
sure the functioning of the 
organization.” 

In Meng’s place on Sun¬ 


day, senior vice president 
of Interpol’s executive 
committee, Kim Jong Yang 
of South Korea— who was 
previously named acting 
president — helped open 
the ceremony for the gen¬ 
eral assembly meeting. 


A little more than a week 
ago. Stock told reporters 
in France— where Interpol 
is headquartered— that 
there was no reason for him 
to suspect that anything 
about Meng's resignation 
“was forced or wrong.”□ 
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Argentina minister says country without means to rescue sub 


By ALMUDENA CALATRAVA 
Associated Press 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — Hours after an¬ 
nouncing the discovery of 
an Argentine submarine 
lost deep in the Atlantic 
a year ago with 44 crew 
members aboard, the gov¬ 
ernment said Saturday that 
it is unable to recover the 
vessel, drawing anger from 
missing sailors' relatives 
who demanded that it be 
raised. 

Defense Minister Oscar 
Aguad said at a press con¬ 
ference that the country 
lacks “modern technol¬ 
ogy" capable of “verifying 
the seabed" to extract the 
ARA San Juan, which was 
found 907 meters (2,975 
feet) deep in waters off the 
Valdes Peninsula in Argen¬ 
tine Patagonia, roughly 600 
kilometers (373 miles) from 
the port city of Comodoro 
Rivadavia. 

Earlier in the morning, the 
navy said a “positive iden¬ 
tification” had been made 
by a remote-operated sub¬ 
mersible from the Ameri¬ 
can company Ocean In¬ 
finity. The company, com¬ 
missioned by the Argen¬ 
tine government, began 
searching for the missing 
vessel Sept. 7. 

It remained unclear what 
the next steps could be. 

In a statement to The Asso¬ 
ciated Press, Ocean Infinity 
CEO Oliver Plunkett said au¬ 
thorities would have to de¬ 
termine how to advance. 
“We would be pleased to 
assist with a recovery op¬ 
eration but at the moment 
are focused on completing 
imaging of the debris field,” 
he said. 

Navy commander Jose Luis 
Villan urged “prudence,” 
saying that a federal judge 
was overseeing the inves¬ 
tigation and would be the 
one to decide whether it 
was possible to recover a 


part or the entirety of the 
ship. 

Without adequate techno¬ 
logical capabilities, how¬ 


ever, Argentina would likely 
need to seek assistance 
from foreign countries or 
pay Ocean Infinity or an¬ 
other company, potential¬ 
ly complicating its recent 
commitment to austerity. 
Argentina is currently fac¬ 
ing a currency crisis and 
double-digit inflation that 
has led the government 
to announce sweeping 
measures to balance the 
budget and concretize a 
financing deal with the In¬ 
ternational Monetary Fund. 
Any move to recuperate 
the vessel would also be 
a logistically large and 
challenging undertaking 
based on the submarine's 
distance from the coast, its 
depth, and the kind of sea¬ 
bed upon which it is resting. 
Relatives of crew members 
were determined to fight 
for it to be quickly surfaced. 
Isabel Vilca, the half sister 


of crewman Daniel Alejan¬ 
dro Polo, told the AP that 
the discovery was just the 
beginning. She said fami¬ 


lies need to recover the re¬ 
mains of their loved ones to 
know what happened and 
help prevent similar trag¬ 
edies. 

“We do know they can get 
it out because Ocean In¬ 
finity told us they can, that 
they have equipment,” 
said Luis Antonio Niz, father 
of crew member Luis Niz. 
“If they sent him off, I want 
them to bring him back to 
me.” 

The sub’s discovery was 
announced just two days 
after families of the miss¬ 
ing sailors held a one-year 
commemoration for its dis¬ 
appearance on Nov. 15, 
2017. The San Juan was 
returning to its base in the 
coastal city of Mar del Pla¬ 
ta when contact was lost. 
On the anniversary Thurs¬ 
day, Argentina President 
Mauricio Macri said the 
families of the submariners 


should not feel alone and 
delivered an “absolute and 
non-negotiable commit¬ 
ment” to find “the truth." 


an ARA San Juan, a German- 
Associated Press 

On Saturday, Aguad said 
that the vessel was found 
to be in an area that in¬ 
vestigators had deemed 
“most likely.” 

Officials showed images of 
the submarine, which was 
located on a seabed with 
its hull totally deformed. 
Parts of its propellers were 
buried and debris was scat¬ 
tered up to 70 meters (230 
feet) away. 

The German-built diesel- 
electric TR-1700 class sub¬ 
marine was commissioned 
in the mid-1980s and was 
most recently refitted be¬ 
tween 2008 and 2014. Dur¬ 
ing the $12 million retrofit¬ 
ting, the vessel was cut in 
half and had its engines 
and batteries replaced. Ex¬ 
perts said refits can be dif¬ 
ficult because they involve 
integrating systems pro¬ 
duced by different manu¬ 
facturers, and even the 


tiniest mistake during the 
cutting phase can put the 
safety of the ship and crew 
at risk. 

The navy said previously 
the captain reported on 
Nov. 15, 2017, that water 
entered the snorkel and 
caused one of the sub's 
batteries to short-circuit. 
The captain later commu¬ 
nicated that it had been 
contained. 

Some hours later, an explo¬ 
sion was detected near the 
time and place where the 
San Juan was last heard 
from. The navy said the 
blast could have been 
caused by a “concentra¬ 
tion of hydrogen” triggered 
by the battery problem re¬ 
ported by the captain. 
Macri promised a full inves¬ 
tigation after the subma¬ 
rine was lost. Federal police 
raided naval bases and 
other buildings last Janu¬ 
ary as part of the probe, 
soon after the government 
dismissed the head of the 
navy. Argentina gave up 
hope of finding survivors af¬ 
ter an intense search aided 
by 18 countries, but a few 
navy units have continued 
providing logistical support 
to Ocean Infinity. 

On Saturday, Plunkett 
tweeted: “Our thoughts are 
with the many families af¬ 
fected by this terrible trage¬ 
dy. We sincerely hope that 
locating the resting place 
of the ARA San Juan will be 
of some comfort to them at 
what must be a profoundly 
difficult time.” 

He also said: “This was an 
extremely challenging proj¬ 
ect and today’s success¬ 
ful outcome, following the 
earlier search operations, 
firmly endorses our technol¬ 
ogy." 

The company unsuccess¬ 
fully searched for the Ma¬ 
laysia Airlines plane that 
disappeared in 2014 over 
the Indian Ocean. □ 



In this undated file photo provided by the Argentina Navy shows 
built diesel-electric vessel, near Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
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The Mill Resort & Suites Aruba celebrates Culinary Life with New Chef 



case with Ellis' turkey. The 
bird is roasted to a perfect, 
moisty meat and the stuff¬ 
ing simply delicious. Ac¬ 
companied by the tradi¬ 
tional gravy and cranberry 
sauce it makes a platter to 
say Thank You for. 

The stuffing is heavenly in 
taste and original in presen¬ 
tation as it has a Caribbean 
touch with yucca (cassava 
or manioc) and a twice- 
fried plantain slide. The 


salad that goes as a side 
dish is fresh and crispy with 
apple, cranberry, red onion 
and shredded carrots. 

The wonderful meal is com¬ 
pleted with an exciting 
pumpkin pie in a walnut 
crest. 

The price of this special 
menu is very attractive, so 
make your reservation as 
seats are limited. For more 
information: www.millre- 

sort.com. □ 


PALM BEACH — Thanksgiv¬ 
ing will be a tasteful one 
this year at The Mill Resort & 
Suites Aruba. The new chef 
Anna Carlotta Ellis tickle 
the taste buds in an amaz¬ 
ing way. The finesse of the 
different dishes that make 
up for their Thanksgiving 
Dinner is a true delight and 
combined with the recom¬ 
mended wines a recipe for 
a successful Thanksgiving 
Dinner. 

The traditional turkey for 
Thanksgiving dinner is a 
tough birdie as it gets eas¬ 
ily overcooked into a dry 
texture. But that is not the 



SAY THANK YOU IN ARUBA TODAY 



ORANJESTAD — Aruba 
Today gives you the op¬ 
portunity to express your 
gratitude to your blessings. 
Send us a small Thanksgiv¬ 
ing message (maximum 
10 words) with/without pic¬ 
ture and we will publish it in 
our edition on Thanksgiv¬ 
ing Day, November 22nd. 


Please email to: news@ 
arubatoday.com. Thank 
you for supporting our free 
newspaper, we strive to 
make you a happy reader 
every day. 

Please do note: By submit¬ 
ting photos, text or any oth¬ 
er materials, you give per¬ 


mission to The Aruba Today 
Newspaper, Caribbean 
Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to 
use said materials, as well 
as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes with¬ 
out compensation. 

What Is It About? 

Thanksgiving is on Thurs¬ 
day November 22nd, the 
day before Black Friday,. 
Thanksgiving Day tradi¬ 
tionally kicks off the ‘holi¬ 
day season’ in the United 
States. The day was set in 
stone by President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt in 1939 and 
approved by Congress in 
1941. FDR changed it from 
Abraham Lincoln’s desig¬ 
nation as the last Thursday 
in November (because 
there are sometimes five 


Thursdays in the month). 
Many Americans think it 
of it as just as important 
as Christmas. In fact, more 
people in the US celebrate 
Thanksgiving than they do 
Christmas. Thanksgiving 
Day is a secular holiday in a 
country that officially sep¬ 
arates church and state 
so this probably makes 
sense. Thanksgiving can be 
traced back to 1621 where 
refugees from England, 
known as Pilgrims, invited 
the local Native Americans 
to a harvest feast after they 


experienced a successful 
season of produce growth. 
But it wasn’t just the eco¬ 
nomic drive that allowed 
the Pilgrims to prosper. It 
was their devotion to God 
and His laws. And that’s 
what Thanksgiving is really 
all about. 

The Pilgrims recognized 
that everything we have is 
a gift from God - even our 
sorrows. Their Thanksgiving 
tradition was established 
to honor God and thank 
Him for His blessings and His 
grace.□ 
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Central Bank of Aruba publishes Operational Report 2017 



ORANJESTAD — Today the 
Centrale Bank van Aruba 
(CBA) published its —Op¬ 
erational Report 2017. This 
publication provides a syn¬ 
opsis of CBA's mandate 
and key policy objectives 
as laid down in the Central 
Bank Ordinance, as well as 
its strategic framework in 
place to implement its stra¬ 
tegic plan “Bela yen: Nos 
Plan Strategico 2016-2020” 
(Bela Yen). It also highlights 
the main developments in 
the monetary sector, the 
financial system, and the 
payment system, along 
with the prime operational 
activities carried out by 
the CBA in 2017. In the last 
chapter of this report, the 
financial highlights of the 
CBA’s operations is pre¬ 
sented. 

Below an overview of some 
of fhe primary develop¬ 
ments that took place in 
2017: 

• A key achievement 
for the CBA included the 
formal roll-out of its stra¬ 
tegic plan “Bela Yen”, in 
which its strategic ambi¬ 


tions and intended results 
are set for the period up to 
2020. 

• In conducting mon¬ 
etary policy, the Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC) of 
the CBA met seven times 
during that year to review 
and analyze several mon¬ 
etary and economic indi¬ 
cators to evaluate the ad¬ 
justments of its monetary in¬ 


struments, if economic de¬ 
velopments required such 
an action. During its meet¬ 
ings, the MPC kept mon¬ 
etary policy unchanged 
with the reserve require¬ 
ment rate at 11.0 percent, 
as it was concluded that 
mentioned economic indi¬ 
cators were at adequate 
levels throughout the year. 

• The international 


reserves stayed above the 
targeted levels, supporting 
the fixed exchange rate re¬ 
gime of the florin with the 
US dollar. 

• The strict and con¬ 
sistent enforcement of the 
laws and regulations over 
the years contributed to 
maintaining a stable, liquid, 
and sound financial system. 
The regulatory framework 


was also strengthened fur¬ 
ther, inter alia, with the in¬ 
troduction of a new and/ 
or revised legislation and 
supervisory directives and 
guidelines. 

• The CBA’s financial 
position remained solid. Its 
primary source of revenue, 
i.e., the proceeds from its 
foreign exchange invest¬ 
ment portfolio, strength¬ 
ened significantly, reflect¬ 
ing the positive develop¬ 
ments in the global finan¬ 
cial markets. A prudent 
investment policy is exe¬ 
cuted, primarily geared to¬ 
wards providing adequate 
foreign exchange liquidity 
for the domestic banking 
sector, and for the govern¬ 
ment of Aruba, as well as to 
preserve its invested capi¬ 
tal. On the other hand, the 
increase in the CBA's ex¬ 
penses remained moder¬ 
ate thanks to its strict moni¬ 
toring thereof. 

The OPERATIONAL REPORT 
2017 is available on the 
website of the CBA www. 
cbaruba.org as from to¬ 
day. □ 


Father and Son release new CD “Celebrate Christmas with Father and Son” 



ORANJESTAD — The well- 
known, young, local violin¬ 
ist Omar Kock together with 
his father Ricky Kock re¬ 
leased a new CD with clas¬ 
sic instrumental Christmas 
songs played on the violin. 

The CD consists of 13 tracks 
that will delight you with 
the beautiful sphere and 
harmony that Christmas 
brings. The 2 musicians put 
all their heart and soul into 
this incredible Christmas 
production. 

On the back cover of the 
CD you will see a picture 
of Omar when he was only 
1 year old sitting in his fa¬ 
ther's lap with the violin in 


his hand. This truly shows 
the love they both have 
for this instrument. For more 


information you can call: 
+297 660-7387/ 568-8655 or 
565-0744.Q 
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Join the Flayers' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteed! 



Open daily 10am to 4am I J.E. frausquin Blvd #47 
583,5000 I casinoalhamhra.com 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


* 




SLOT TOURNAMENT 

BONUS PROGRESSIVE 


Play in our FREE Slot Tournament 
and win a share of 

$777 in Free Slot Play! 

Progressive starts at $250 
and increases $25 each week 
until won! 


Registration starts at 6pm. 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Baskln-Robbins 
Fusion Ptono & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'ft CUBA I Bijoux Terner Boutique [ R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | TheMarkei 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | The Collectables 


Honoring at the Aruba Beach Club 



ORANJESTAD — Recently, 
Darline de Cuba of Aruba 
Tourism Authority had the 
great pleasure to honor a 
Loyal and Friendly visitor 
of Aruba as Emerald Am¬ 
bassador. The symbolic 
honorary title is presented 
on behalf of the Minister of 
Tourism, Transportation, as 
a token of appreciation to 
the guests who visit Aruba 
between 10-20 and more 
consecutive years. 

The Honorees are: 

Ele Chesney resident from 
New Jersey, who has been 
visiting Aruba for 36 con¬ 
secutive years. 

John Kempt resident from 
Connecticut, who has 
been visiting Aruba for 43 
consecutive years. 

David & Tara visitors of Aru¬ 
ba for 17 consecutive years 
together with their children 
Liam, who has been com¬ 
ing to Aruba for 15 years 
and Colin also has been 
visiting Aruba for 12 con¬ 
secutive years. They are 


residents of New Jersey. 

The honorees love so much 
about Aruba. The warm 
and friendly people, the 


sun, the fresh wind all day, 
there are plenty of things to 
do and the large selection 
of restaurants on the island. 
Darline together with repre¬ 


sentatives of Aruba Beach 
Club presented the certifi¬ 
cate to the honorees and 
handed over some pres¬ 
ents to them and thanked 


them for choosing Aruba as 
their vacation destination 
and as their home away 
from home for so many 
years. □ 
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RESORT OWNERSHIP AT ARUBA FINEST 
TIMESHARE RESORT 

Playa Linda Beach Resort Sales Office Mon - Fri (Sam - 4pmj 
sales(fipbyaliikia.ct>marcall {+ 297) 5R6-I00 
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YOUR PLACE IN THE SUN 


International conference Islands-in-Between at University of Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — The 21st 
edition of the Caribbean 
Islands-in-Between con¬ 
ference brought over 50 
scholars to the University of 
Aruba from November 15 - 
17. In collaboration with the 
University of Puerto Rico, the 
University of the West Indies 
and the University of the 
Virgin Islands, the Univer¬ 
sity of Aruba organized this 
conference that focuses on 
the languages, literatures 
and cultures of the eastern 
and greater Caribbean. 

The conference brought 
together scholars from Eu¬ 
rope, the United States and 
all over the Caribbean, 
representing 18 universities. 

The well-known Caribbean 
scholar Peter Roberts, pro¬ 


fessor emeritus of Caribbe¬ 
an language, delivered the 
keynote address on Thurs¬ 
day morning at 9:30. He 
presented and discussed 
his 2018 book, A response 
to enslavement: playing 
their way to virtue, in which 
he discusses the critical role 
of play in human existence 
as the basis for its role in 
their response to enslave¬ 
ment, and the lessons that 
can be learnt from this in 
present day society. 

All conference talks took 
place at the La Salle com¬ 
plex of the University of 
Aruba, except for the cul¬ 
tural evening that was or¬ 
ganized at the nearby Flor 
di Oriente cultural cafe on 
Friday nightO 



Pam, Paul, Geoff, Irene, Frank and Gemma 
celebrate their anniversary at Que Pasa 



ORANJESTAD — Twenty-four years 
ago, Pam (52), Paul (54) were on 
their honeymoon on Aruba when 
they went to Que Pasa restaurant 
downtown. They had such good 
memories of that time that they 
came back to celebrate their 24th 
anniversary together with their 
friends Geoff, Irene, Frank and 
Gemma, now all retired. The group 
from Niagara Fall, Canada, was 
made up of Aruba-goers of 5, 25 
and even 35-year repeat guests. 

At Que Pasa Pam, Paul, Geoff, 
Irene, Frank and Gemma ordered 
the fish, which was excellent. And 
of course many memories of 24 
years ago surfaced and the spe¬ 
cial day was celebrated in great 
style. 

We hope to see you at Que Pasa 
next year, on your 25th wedding 
anniversary. Many congratula¬ 
tions, ‘masha pabien’ and have 
a great time together on Aruba.Q 


























Hotel Hustle 


Column by: Shanella Pantophlet 

What’s in a name (tag)? 

A few weeks ago during a student tour of our facility, we provided the stu¬ 
dents with a quiz and once of the questions on it was, “what is the most im¬ 
portant part of the uniform?” The answer, in case you are wondering is the 
employee name tag. Name tags come in various shapes and sizes, every 
hotel or place of business who uses them has their own unique design and 
logo. It’s something that we put on every day without forethought about it, 
because we know our uniforms are incomplete without them. 

As someone who has been working in timeshare for nearly 10 years and 
dealing consistently with the same owners year in and year out I didn’t 
see the need or appreciate the importance of the name tag, because 
the guests know us and will greet us by name from a distance already. 

It wasn’t until my recent vacation when we stayed at a gorgeous hotel, 
with great staff, literally from the moment we checked in you felt like fam¬ 
ily. During the days we were at the resort, my mother actually was the first 
to notice that none of the employees actually had name tags on and 
when she mentioned it to the agent that had checked us in, she was told 
as part of their brand concept they don’t use them. Both of us were a bit 
surprised to hear that, but the reasoning behind it is that they are trying 
to build bonds between the guests and employees, family doesn’t wear 
name tags. 



It is certainly a new and very interesting concept, unfortunately for me, I am great with faces, but terrible with names. I think most people are 
that way, they can recognize you or make some sort of association in order to remember your face or a physical attribute, but when it comes 
to names those are a bit more difficult, especially if you aren't interacting with people on a regular basis. 

A small portion of the time we were there, I spent some time trying to remember people's names or using the tricks we use at our resort to try and 
get them to re-introduce themselves in order to be able to remember this person for when I had to review the resort. I was mostly unsuccessful, 
because my brain was very much on vacation mode and I never had the where with all to ask them to write their names down. 

After my trip, I have come to a greater appreciation of the name tag as it serves as a visual aide to first time guests or new owners, in helping 
them remember the name of a staff member that has helped them. I know some of my peers don't really like to wear them or have them be 
visible, because if a guest has a negative experience they take your name down as well for future reference. I would like to believe though 
that we should take a positive spin and consider, how many positive comments is someone missing out on because they let the fear of one 
negative review force them into obscuring their identity .□ 



Aruban born and bred Shanella Pantophlet is passionate about tour¬ 
ism. That is the world she studied and works in, so we might as well call 
her a specialist. Luckily for Aruba Today Shanella also loves to write. 
And together with the fact that the majority of our readers are tourists, 
we found ourselves a perfect combination for a column: Hotel Hustle. 
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Joey Logano holds the trophy 
after winning the NASCAR Cup 
Series championship auto 
race at Homestead-Miami 
Speedway, Sunday, Nov. 18, 
2018, in Homestead, Fla. 

Associated Press 

Joeylogano 
spoils Big 
Three party 
to win 

NASCAR title 

By JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer 
HOMESTEAD, Fla. (AP) — 

Joey Logano busted up 
The Big Three and cap¬ 
tured an improbable first 
NASCAR title by soundly 
beating a trio of champi¬ 
ons. 

Logano won the season 
finale Sunday at Home¬ 
stead-Miami Speedway to 
grab his first Cup champi¬ 
onship in a season in which 
he barely contended until 
the playoffs began. The 
year was dominated by 
Kyle Busch, Kevin Harvick 
and reigning series cham¬ 
pion Martin Truex Jr., with 
Logano calling the final- 
four field “The Big Three 
and Me.” 

But Logano kicked it into 
another gear during the 
playoffs with two victories 
and got eight top-10 fin¬ 
ishes in the postseason. He 
led a race-high 80 laps but 
the title was slipping away 
until Team Penske team¬ 
mate Brad Keselowski spun 
Busch teammate Daniel 
Suarez for a race-chang¬ 
ing caution. 



Stee/ers?ra//®®Jun|Jaguars 
l/nlnng/Keeonqs«Q? 16 


PitTsburgn»Meieier5^wiaej^gteiver Antonia 
B rowTrc^tGnes^rpassTof?G^8^ara [t auc ffcl bw n 
against the Jacksonville Jaguars during the 
second fialf of an NFL fobtball gam erS un'cJay? 


Nov. 18, 2018, irifj.acksonville, Fla 
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Gasol, Conley lead Grizzlies past Timberwolves, 100-87 



Memphis Grizzlies' Mike Conley (11) shoots next to Minnesota 
Timberwolves' Jeff Teague (0) during the third quarter of an NBA 
basketball game Sunday, Nov. 18, 2018, in Minneapolis. 

Associated Press 


By BRIAN HALL 
Associated Press 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — With 
Mike Conley finally healthy 
to rejoin teammate Marc 
Gasol, and adding 6-foot- 
11, 242-poound rookie Jar- 
en Jackson Jr., the Mem¬ 
phis Grizzlies have gone 
back to their long-trusted 
approach of physical de¬ 
fense. 

It has got Memphis winning 
again, too. 

Gasol had 26 points and 13 
rebounds, Conley added 
18 points and nine assists 
and the Grizzlies pulled 
away to beat the Minne¬ 
sota Timberwolves 100-87 
on Sunday. 

Memphis, which entered 
the game with the second- 
most points off turnovers 
in the NBA, forced Minne¬ 
sota into 20 turnovers and 
turned them into 19 points 
in winning for the fifth time 
in six games. 

“That’s what gives us the 
best chance to win against 
any team,” Gasol said 
about the physical style. “I 
think that’s who we try to 


be consistently. Obviously 
last year was a little glitch 
in the system, but for the 
past what, 10, 11, 12 years, 
this team has taken pride 
on being a very physical 
team, and that’s what 
gives us the best chance to 
win.” 

Gasol’s shooting helped 
the Grizzlies overcome their 
own sluggish offensive start. 
He was 4 of 7 from 3-point 
range and Memphis hit 12 
overall. 

“It’s a game-changer,” 
Memphis coach J.B. Bick- 
erstaff said of Gasol’s out¬ 
side shooting. “Those shots 
break games open for 
you.” 

Gasol scored 18 points in 
the second half. 
Karl-Anthony Towns had 
15 points and 20 rebounds 
for the Timberwolves. They 
had won three straight 
games since trading Jimmy 
Butler to Philadelphia. 
“There was a physicality to 
the game that we probably 
didn’t respond to as well as 
we could have or should 
have," Minnesota coach 


Tom Thibodeau said. 

The Wolves entered the 
game with the second- 
fewest turnovers in the NBA 
at 12.5 per game, but the 
Grizzlies were active early 
and forced Minnesota into 
eight turnovers in the first 
quarter. The Wolves had 
averaged 113 points per 
game in winning the first 
three games of the homes- 
tand after trading Butler. 
“They play slow,” Minneso¬ 
ta forward Robert Coving¬ 
ton said. 

“They played a part in it. 
We can't allow them to 
dictate our pace. We got 
to get the ball out, in tran¬ 
sition we need to use our 
athleticism. Tonight, we 
weren’t able to do that.” 
Dario Saric, who came 
over from the 76ers along 


with Covington, hit three 
3-pointers and scored 11 
points in the fourth. Saric 
hit a 3 to draw the Wolves 
within eight points, but Ga¬ 
sol hit a pair of 3s on con¬ 
secutive possessions after a 
timeout. 

TIP-INS 

Grizzlies: Memphis is 26-8 
against Minnesota over the 
past decade.. The Grizzlies 
shot 33.3 percent in the first 
quarter and had six of their 
12 turnovers. ... Memphis 
has won two in a row on 
the road for the first time 
since March 15-16, 2017. 
Timberwolves: Minnesota 
held Memphis to 17 points 
in the first quarter, a season 
low for a Wolves opponent 
in any quarter. ... Derrick 
Rose scored a team-high 
18 points on 6-of-l 1 shoot¬ 


ing off the bench for Min¬ 
nesota. ... The Wolves are 
7-2 at home. . Towns had 
his fifth double-double in 
the past seven games. 
GREEN RETURNS 
Forward JaMychal Green 
returned to the Grizzlies’ 
lineup after missing 12 
games with a broken jaw. 
Bickerstaff said he wanted 
to use Green in short in¬ 
crements. Off the bench. 
Green had eight points 
and eight rebounds in 21 
minutes. 

“I felt a little rust, got to 
get my legs back under¬ 
neath me," Green said. 
“But other than that, it was 
just fun to be out there. We 
played great defense to¬ 
night, we got a lot of stops. 
We’re moving the ball well 
offensively.”□ 



CONTACT US BY EMAIL: INFO@>GOLDCOASTARUBA.COM 


CALL +297-586 2200 
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Roethlisberger leads Steelers to comeback win over Jags 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Sports Writer 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) — 

Ben Roethlisberger threw 
two interceptions on his first 
12 passes. The Pittsburgh 
Steelers failed to score in 
the first half for the first time 
in more than two years, 
and they still trailed by 10 
approaching the 2-minute 
warning. 

So when Big Ben muscled 
his way over the goal line 
with 5 seconds left for a 
20-16 victory over the Jack¬ 
sonville Jaguars, he wasn’t 
sure where to rank this 
comeback. 

“Horrible games that you 
find a way to win? Pretty 
special,” he said. 

One week after Roethlis¬ 
berger had a perfect quar¬ 
terback rating, he over¬ 
came three interceptions 



Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Ben Roethlisberger dives over 
the goal line for the go ahead touchdown in front of Jacksonville 
Jaguars outside linebacker Telvin Smith, right, during the final 
seconds of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 18, 2018, in 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Associated Press 

and a 16-0 deficit by lead- the Steelers' last two pos¬ 
ing touchdown drives on sessions, and Pittsburgh es- 
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caped with its sixth straight 
victory. 

“Really, really awesome 
fight," Steelers coach Mike 
Tomlin said. “The bottom 
line in our business is win¬ 
ning, and we took care of 
business. Style points were 
quite ugly, or few, but we 
got the job done.” 
Roethlisberger hit Antonio 
Brown on a 78-yard touch¬ 
down to get on the board, 
found JuJu Smith-Schuster 
on a pair of shoulder fades 
down the sidelines and 
took care of the final score 
on his own. The Steelers 
had one timeout from the 1 
when Roethlisberger rolled 
to his right and barely got 
the ball across. 

“I don’t know what option 
I am, but it’s way down the 
list," he said. “You just find 
a way.” 

The Steelers (7-2-1) likely 
ended any playoff hopes 
for Jacksonville (3-7), which 
beat them twice last year, 
including the divisional 
playoffs. The Jaguars, who 
controlled the game until 
the last five minutes, now 
have dropped six in a row. 
As much as Roethlisberger 
led the Steelers, the de¬ 
fense gave him a chance. 
Jacksonville ran only 11 
plays in the fourth quarter 
for minus-7 yards, including 
three of their six sacks of 
Blake Bortles 

“We have to be able to get 
first downs and close the 
game out,” Jaguars coach 
Doug Marrone said. “If you 
just had one first down on 
any of those drives, you 
had a chance to win that 
football game, and we 
weren't able to do that.” 
Leonard Fournette ran for 
95 yards on 28 carries, and 
he caught two passes for 
46 yards that led to the 
Jaguars' only touchdown 
when he launched himself 
from the 4 and scored for 
a 16-0 lead with 2:09 left in 
the third quarter. 
Roethlisberger, who now 
has 10 turnovers in his last 
three games against Jack¬ 
sonville, took over from 
there. 

After the long TD to Brown, 
Roethlisberger found tight 
end Vance McDonald in 
the back of the end zone 
to cut the lead to 16-13 
with 2:28 remaining. 


Pittsburgh kicked off and 
the Jaguars went three- 
and-out, and then Roethlis¬ 
berger led a 68-yard drive. 
He hit Smith-Schuster on 
the left sideline for a 35- 
yard gain to the 27 that at 
least got the Steelers in field 
goal position. 

James Conner, throttled 
in the running game, 
dropped a sure touch¬ 
down when he got behind 
linebacker Telvin Smith Sr., 
turning his eyes to goal line 
as the ball bounced off his 
hands. No matter. Roethlis¬ 
berger hit Brown over the 
middle to the 2, and after 
a pair of penalties, he de¬ 
livered the winner. 
Roethlisberger was 27 of 47 
for 314 yards, 170 of them in 
the fourth quarter. 

Even with the early turn¬ 
overs, Jacksonville only 
managed three field goals 
from Josh Lambo in the first 
half. Bortles was largely in¬ 
effective, throwing for just 
104 yards. His biggest gains 
were to Fournette out of 
the backfield. 

STEELER SACKS 
Pittsburgh came into the 
game tied for the league 
lead with 31 sacks and got 
to Bortles six times. Javon 
Hargrave and T.J. Watt 
each had two. Watt now 
has 17 career sacks, the 
most by a Steelers player 
in his first two seasons since 
Keith Willis, who had 15 in 
1982 and 1983. 

Two sacks, by Vince Wil¬ 
liams and Cameron Hey¬ 
ward, came early in the 
fourth quarter after the 
Jags took over on the Pitts¬ 
burgh 41. 

“We were in this position 
last year and we gave up 
big plays at the end of the 
game,” Hargrave said, re¬ 
ferring to the 45-42 play¬ 
off loss to Jacksonville. “So 
we knew we had to make 
stops. We did that gave our 
offense a chance to come 
back, and they did.” 
RAMSEY SHINES 
One week after Jaguars 
cornerback Jalen Ramsey 
tweeted after a loss to the 
Colts that “when I'm gone 
from here, y’all gone miss 
me,” he had his best game 
of the year. Ramsey had 
two interceptions, none 
bigger than in the end 
zone over BrownO 























NASCAR title 

Continued from Page 18 

He was fourth on the restart 
with 15 laps remaining but 
powered his way along¬ 
side leader Truex, used a 
power move in the out¬ 
side lane three laps later to 
take over the top spot and 
he pulled away to win for 
Roger Penske. 

“We were the favorite. We 
executed down the stretch 
like nobody’s business,” Lo- 
gano said. “I knew we had 
a short-run car. I said it be¬ 
fore the race started that if 
it was anything longer than 
25 laps we were going to 
be in trouble. That showed 
all day. But it came down 
to the short run and we 
are champions. NASCAR 
champions.” 

Logano won the title in his 
10th season in NASCAR 
and with his second team. 
He started with Joe Gibbs 
Racing as a teenager, was 
pushed into the Cup Series 
prematurely when Gibbs 
needed a replacement 
driver for Tony Stewart, and 
was snagged by Penske 
when Gibbs let Logano go 
after the 2012 season. 

“I think it’s great for them 
and Joey,” Gibbs said. 
“Great kid, great fam¬ 
ily. I’m sure he’s going to 
make a great champion." 
He is the second Cup 
champion for Penske, the 
titan of motorsports who 
has had a banner year. 
Penske also this season was 
elected into the NASCAR 
Hall of Fame, won the In¬ 
dianapolis 500 for a record 
17th time and celebrated 
Team Penske's 500th vic¬ 
tory as an organization. 
Team Penske has also been 
the cornerstone for Ford 
the last six seasons and Lo¬ 
gano gave the manufac¬ 
turer its first Cup title since 
2004. 

“He sure delivered for us,” 
Penske said. “I don't want 
him to change at all. He 
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Joey Logano (22) approaches the finish line to win a NASCAR Cup Series Championship auto 
race at the Homestead-Miami Speedway, Sunday, Nov. 18, 2018, in Homestead, Fla. 

Associated Press 


needs to do just what he 
did today, beat all these 
guys and win fair and 
square.” 

NASCAR's final weekend 
concluded with three new 
champions from three dif¬ 
ferent teams representing 
all three manufacturers. 
Brett Moffitt won the Truck 
Series title in a Toyota for 
Hattori Racing, Tyler Red¬ 
dick won the Xfinity Series 
title in a Chevrolet for JR 
Motorsports, and Ford final¬ 
ly got a title on what is of¬ 
ficially called “Ford Cham¬ 
pionship Weekend.” 

Truex finished second in 
his final race with Furniture 
Row Racing. The team is 
closing because it lost its 
primary sponsor midway 
through Truex’s champion¬ 
ship reign. 

“It's a tough way to lose," 
Truex said. “I had nothing 
for him at the end. That's 
just the way it goes. I don't 
know what else to say. It 
hurts a little, and I’m going 
to miss all of the guys.” 
Harvick was third and 
Busch fourth as the title 
contenders followed each 
other across the finish line. 
“We weren't even close," 
said Busch, who used strat¬ 
egy to keep up with the 
other title contenders. 

“We were so bad tonight 
on the racetrack and on 
pit road that nothing was 
kind of going our way. So 
it was just not all there the 
way that we needed it 
to, and sometimes it all 
falls into place and falls 
your way, and other times 
you've got to be able to 
go out there and go earn 
it, and we didn't have ei¬ 
ther.” 

In fact, Busch's crew had 
one of its worst races of 
the year on pit road as the 
front tire changer had hic¬ 
cups on several stops. It 
negated any advantage 
Busch gained when team 
owner Gibbs forced Denny 


Hamlin not to take the first 
pit stall and leave it open 
so Busch would have an 
easier exit back onto the 
track. But he lost six posi¬ 
tions during one stop, four 
in another, and his team 
had to gamble on strategy 


COFFS HARBOUR, Austra¬ 
lia (AP) — Sebastien Ogier 
won his sixth straight World 
Rally Championship after a 
final day of racing at Rally 
Australia ended the hopes 
of his only two challengers 
for the season title. 

The Frenchman started a 
wet Sunday needing to 
hold his spot ahead of Thier¬ 
ry Neuville, while overnight 
rally leader Ott Tanak also 
remained with a chance of 
moving ahead of Ogier. 
Instead it was that pair 
which failed to finish, with 
Neuville clipping a tree 
with three stages remain¬ 
ing and Tanak running off 
the road on the second- 
last stage. The 34-year-old 
Ogier sealed the title in 


to stay in contention. 

It was Busch who said los¬ 
ing the title would be most 
disappointing if it went to 
Logano because Logano 
wasn’t in the same league 
as the Big Three all season. 
But Logano was adamant 


2018. 

fashion, though, blitzing the 
seven-kilometer Wedding 
Bells final stage to claim 


he was the favorite, in part 
because he wasn’t even 
supposed to make the final 
four after just one regular 
season victory. Busch and 
Harvick ended the season 
with eight wins each, while 
Truex had four. □ 


Associated Press 

his only forest stage victory 
of the rally and five bonus 
pointsO 


Sebastien Ogier wins 6th straight World 
Rally Championship 



In this photo provided by Rally Australia Sebastien Ogier, right, 
and co-driver Julien Ingrassia celebrate their World Rally Car 
championship near Coffs Harbour, Australia, Sunday, Nov. 18, 
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Zverev beats Djokovic in 2 sets to win ATP Finals title 


By SAM JOHNSTON 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Alexan¬ 
der Zverev upset Novak 
Djokovic to claim the big¬ 
gest title of his career with 
a 6-4, 6-3 victory at the ATP 
Finals on Sunday. 

The 21-year-old Zverev be¬ 
came the youngest cham¬ 
pion of the season-end¬ 
ing event since Djokovic 
claimed the first of his five 
titles a decade ago, and 
the first from Germany 
since 1995. 

Top-ranked Djokovic was 
attempting to tie Roger 
Federer's record of six titles 
but followed the same path 
as the Swiss great, who lost 
to Zverev in the semifinals 
at the 02 Arena. 

Djokovic’s serve hadn’t 
been broken all tourna¬ 
ment until the final. Zverev 


did if once in the first set 
and three times in the sec¬ 
ond, completing the victo¬ 
ry with a spectacular back¬ 
hand winner up the line. 
Both players began the 
match in the same form 
fhaf had seen them earn 
straight-sets semifinal victo¬ 
ries a day earlier, wifh few 
points going against the 
server. 

It was Djokovic, who had 
lost just two of his previous 
37 matches, who began 
to feel the pressure as con¬ 
secutive forehand errors 
gave Zverev a chance to 
serve ouf fhe opening sef 
at 5-4. 

Fans gave Zverev a huge 
ovation as he stepped up 
to serve, and it appeared 
to inspire him. Three straight 
aces brought up three set 
points, the second of which 



Alexander Zverev of Germany celebrates breaking serve against Novak Djokovic of Serbia in 
their ATP World Tour Finals singles final tennis match at the 02 Arena in London, Sunday Nov. 18, 
2018. 

Associated Press 



he took when Djokovic sent 
another forehand long. 
Zverev even began to 
outlast Djokovic in lon¬ 
ger rallies, an area of fhe 
game fhe 14-time Grand 
Slam champion usually 
dominates. A 26-shot duel 
brought up another break 
point in the opening game 
of the second set and, al¬ 
though Djokovic saved 
it, Zverev won another 
lengthy exchange mo¬ 
ments later with a forehand 
winner to go 1-0 up. 

With the biggest win of his 
career in sight, Zverev be¬ 
gan to show some nerves. 
Although he is the only ac¬ 
tive player outside of the 
Big Four of Djokovic, Feder- 
er, Rafael Nadal and Andy 
Murray fo possess three 
or more Masters titles, the 
young German has only 
reached one Grand Slam 
quarterfinal. 

Two double faults and two 
backhand errors gifted 
Djokovic an immediate 
break back, but Zverev 
quickly refocused to win a 
28-shot rally on his way to 
breaking in the following 
game. 

From there he remained 
solid on serve, before end¬ 
ing wifh a flourish. Hav¬ 
ing been pushed wide, a 
backhand winner on fhe 
run drifted past the helpless 
Djokovic. 

Zverev sunk to the ground 


in tears as Djokovic sport¬ 
ingly crossed the net to em¬ 
brace the player who will 
now be considered among 
the favorites to end the 
Serb's run of two consecu¬ 
tive Grand Slam victories 
in Australia in two months’ 
time. Earlier, American pair 
Mike Bryan and Jack Sock 
saved a match point in 
the deciding tiebreaker to 
beat Pierre-Hughes Herbert 
and Nicolas Mahut 5-7, 6-1, 
13-11 for their first ATP Finals 
doubles title together. 
Having failed to take ad¬ 
vantage of five champion¬ 
ship points during the first- 
to-10 match tiebreaker, 
Bryan and Sock then had 
to save one against their 
French opponents before 
finally closing ouf victory. 

“It was a hell of a match,” 
Bryan said. 

The 40-year-old Bryan has 
now won the tournament 
five times. He won four 
times with his usual part¬ 
ner — and brother — Bob, 
who has been out with an 
injured hip since May. 

Sock and Bryan have domi¬ 
nated since teaming up, 
winning Wimbledon and 
the U.S. Open before finish¬ 
ing their season in style in 
London. 

“It’s been a hell of a ride,” 
Bryan said. “This could be 
our last hoorah because 
Bob's training back in 
Florida.”□ 















ay 


SPORTS F 3 


MONDAY 19 NOVEMBER 2018 



% 


With online 
reservations on 
super saver day 
No exceptions 


uocu'NKM m i icma 


SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM A SWING! 

9am-1 pm $60pp 
Visit 3 Great sites BBQ, 

Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


2-5pm $45pp 
2 snorkel sites Open 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


SUNSET SAIL 

5:30'7:30pm $32pp 
Open Bar & Ropeswing! 


www.Jolly-pirates.com 

Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. 


Charles Howell III wins RSM Classic in playoff 



Charles Howell III reacts after winning a playoff against Patrick 
Rodgers on the 18th green in the final round of the RSM Classic 
golf tournament on Sunday, Nov. 18, 2018, in St. Simons Island, 


Thompson wins LPGA 
finale, Jutanugarn wins 
Race to CME Globe 


ST. SIMONS ISLAND, Ga. 
(AP) — Charles Howell III 
made a 15-foot birdie putt 
on the second hole of a 
playoff with Patrick Rodg¬ 
ers on Sunday in the RSM 
Classic to end an 11-year 
victory drought. 

Howell dropped to his 
knees and buried his head 
in his hands, then tearfully 
embraced wife Heather 
and children Ansley and 
Chase — neither of whom 
were born when he last 
won on the PGA Tour at 
Riviera in 2007. 

Howell earned $1,152,000 
and a return trip to his 
hometown of Augusta, 
Georgia, in April to play in 
the Masters for the first time 
since 2012 

“That was the first thing that 
popped into my head (af¬ 
ter making the clinching 
putt),” Howell said. “Obvi¬ 
ously, it means a lot to me 
being from Augusta but it 
means a lot to every play¬ 
er, right? Every golfer in the 
world knows what the Mas¬ 
ters is so I’m nothing special 
on that. But that tourna¬ 
ment, that atmosphere, 
just everything ... it’s tough 
at home to sit back and 
watch that on television.” 
After Rodgers sent a birdie 
attempt of 21 feet past the 
cup on the second extra 
hole, Howell's putt died 
in the cup and capped 
a comeback in which he 
went bogey-double bo¬ 
gey on his first two holes 
to lose the lead he had 
held through the first three 
rounds. 


Ga. 

“The way I started today, I 
just honestly thought I shot 
myself in the foot again," 
Howell said. “I thought that 
was pretty much over. I had 
seen this movie before.” 
Howell closed with a 3-un- 
der67, birdieing Nos. 15-17, 
to match Rodgers at 19-un- 
der 263 in the final PGA 
Tour event of the year. Af¬ 
ter making the 36-hole cut 
on the 2-under number, 
Rodgers shot 61-62 on the 
weekend. 

Howell had a 22-foot birdie 
attempt on the final hole to 
win in regulation, but the 
ball turned away from the 
cup inches from the edge. 
Both players had birdie 
looks on the first playoff 
hole, with Rodgers missing 
from 27 feet and Howell 
from 14 feet off the front 
fringe. 

The 39-year-old Howell also 
won in 2002 at Kingsmill. 


Associated Press 

Rodgers’ 17-under 123 
weekend was one shot off 
Troy Matteson's PGA Tour 
record for consecutive 
rounds of 122 set the 2009 
Frys.com Championship. 
He finished second for the 
third time in four years. 

“I fought as hard as I could,” 
said Rodgers, who broke Ti¬ 
gers Woods’ scoring record 
at Stanford and tied his vic¬ 
tory record. “I didn't really 
back down. I stayed ag¬ 
gressive and I made bird¬ 
ies all the way to the finish. 
It’s a testament to how well 
Charles played.” 

Webb Simpson (65) had a 
12-foot birdie opportunity 
at the final hole to join the 
playoff, but missed. He lost 
the RSM Classic in sudden 
death to Ben Crane in 2011. 
Luke List (65) and Bryan 
Blaum (66) tied for fourth 
at 17 under and Tour rook¬ 
ie Cameron Champ, who 
took the lead after Howell’s 
early stumbles and was in 
a four-way tie for first with 
Howell, Rodgers and Simp¬ 
son with seven holes to play 
shot 69 and finished alone 
in sixth at 16 under. □ 


NAPLES, Fla. (AP) — Lexi 
Thompson was the best 
this week, and Ariya Ju¬ 
tanugarn was the best all 
season. 

Neither left any doubt 
about that Sunday. 
Thompson shot a 2-under 
70 to finish at 18-under 270 
and win the LPGA's sea- 
son-ending CME Group 
Tour Championship by 
four strokes over Nelly 
Korda. The win makes this 
the sixth consecutive year 
that Thompson has won 
at least once, extending 
the longest such active 
streak on the LPGA Tour. 
“Golf is my life," Thomp¬ 
son said. “But it is just what 
I do. I’m coming to realize 
that. Still not there some 
of the days because it is 
so much a part of my life, 
but it is just a sport. There 
is so much to life other 
than that, my family and 
my friends and just loving 
every bit of that and just 
being grateful for what I 
have." 

Jutanugarn took the other 
two big prizes that were up 
for grabs this week, clinch¬ 
ing the yearlong Race to 
the CME Globe prize — 
and the $1 million bonus 
that comes with that — as 
well as the Vare Trophy for 
winning the season’s scor¬ 
ing title. The world No. 1 
already had wrapped up 
player of the year honors, 
and finished 2018 with a 
69.415 scoring average to 
edge Minjee Lee (69.747) 
for the top spot there. 
Jutanugarn shot a 66 on 
Sunday, finishing the week 
tied for fifth at 12-under 


276. 

“It felt great today,” Ju¬ 
tanugarn said. “I'm very 
proud of myself.” 
Jutanugarn briefly lost 
the lead in the projected 
Globe standings on Sun¬ 
day after Brooke Hender¬ 
son made three birdies 
on her first seven holes to 
grab the top spot. Juta¬ 
nugarn reclaimed the ad¬ 
vantage with four birdies 
in a six-hole stretch mid¬ 
way through her round, 
and the trophy was just 
about locked up when 
she birdied the par-5 14th 
almost simultaneously to 
Henderson making bogey 
on the par-3 16th. 

The 13th hole Sunday 
provided the shift that 
Thompson used to hold 
off Korda. They went to 
the tee of that par-4 with 
Thompson up by two; she 
made birdie, Korda made 
bogey, and Thompson 
was suddenly up four with 
five holes to play. 

“It was just very special to 
win in front of all my fam¬ 
ily and friends," Thompson 
said. 

Jutanugarn finished in 
style, rolling in a 15-footer 
for birdie on the final hole 
to cap the year where she 
swept the LPGA’s biggest 
prizes. 

“It means so much to me 
because like to be honest, 
after 2016 I never expect¬ 
ed anything,” Jutanugarn 
said. “I feel like I achieve 
like too much already in 
my life, so I never think I 
can do anything more 
than that. So this year ... 
just like unbelievable.” □ 
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VW wants to storm car market with cheaper electric model 



In this Wednesday, Aug. 1, 2018 file photo, the logo of Volkswagen is seen on top of a company 
building in Wolfsburg, Germany. 

Associated Press 


By DAVID McHUGH 
AP Business Writer 
FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 

— Volkswagen intends to 
invest 44 billion euros ($50 
billion) in the electric and 
autonomous car technolo¬ 
gies expected to reshape 
the industry — and said it 
would make battery-pow¬ 
ered vehicles more acces¬ 
sible to mass-market auto 
buyers by selling its new I.D. 
compact for about what a 
Golf diesel costs. 

The investment plans for the 
next five years aim to make 
Volkswagen “a worldwide 
supplier of sustainable mo¬ 
bility,” Chairman Hans Di¬ 
eter Poetsch said Friday. 

He added that the compa¬ 
ny is in talks with Ford about 
possible cooperation in 
making light commercial 
vehicles. 

Established automakers as 
well as several U.S. start¬ 
ups are rolling out electric 
models to compete with 
Tesla , currently the market 
leader. Auto companies 
need electrics to meet new 
environmental standards in 
many countries. 

In Europe, manufacturers 
need to sell more battery- 
powered cars to meet 
tougher EU limits on car¬ 
bon dioxide emissions that 
come into force 2021 and 


aim to fight global warm¬ 
ing. Automakers like Volk¬ 
swagen, Daimler and BMW 
risk penalties of thousands 
of euros per vehicle if they 
can't meet requirements 
for lower average emis¬ 
sions. 

Authorities in China, where 
Volkswagen gets much of 
its profit, have also man¬ 
dated a bigger share of 
electrics and hybrids. 

Yet right now, such vehicles 
remain a niche market due 
to higher price and lack of 


places to charge. Battery- 
only vehicles were only 
0.6 percent of the market 
in the European Union last 
year. They are running from 
1 to 2 percent of U.S. new- 
vehicle sales so far this year. 
Major new models unveiled 
in recent weeks from Daim¬ 
ler's Mercedes-Benz and 
Volksagen’s Audi brand 
have been expensive SUVs; 
Audi’s e-tron starts at a 
German price of 80,000 
euros. The starting price for 
Tesla's Model X is around 


$80,700 while the Model S 
starts around $74,500. 

VW’s upcoming I.D. com¬ 
pact could take mass- 
market buyers from Tesla’s 
Model 3, a mass-market 
car with a base price of 
$35,000 before tax credits. 
In reality, though, you can’t 
order one yet for less than 
$46,000. 

Poetsch said the I.D. com¬ 
pact would be about the 
cost of a Golf diesel today, 
which is priced at 23,875 
euros in Germany, accord¬ 


ing to Volkswagen's web¬ 
site, and goes up as op¬ 
tions are added. The next 
model up the scale starts at 
30,625 euros. General Mo¬ 
tors, Nissan and Mitsubishi 
already are selling mass- 
market electric vehicles, 
but they’re still more costly 
than cars with gasoline en¬ 
gines, and they haven’t 
sold in great numbers. 
Higher cost is one reason 
consumers are not yet buy¬ 
ing purely electric vehicles 
in large numbers. The lack 
of charging points is anoth¬ 
er, leaving many owners 
of electric vehicles to use 
them mainly in cities or for 
shorter trips. Volkswagen 
and other automakers are 
working together on build¬ 
ing a freeway network of 
fast-charging stations to 
enable longer trips with 
battery powered cars. 
Chinese automakers as well 
as U.S. startup companies 
also are getting into the 
electric car market. Rivian, 
a Detroit-area company, 
plans to unveil a high-end 
electric pickup and SUV lat¬ 
er this month, to go on sale 
in late 2020. Lucid Motors, a 
Newark, California, startup 
whose leadership includes 
six former Tesla executives, 
plans to deliver its first cars 
in 2020 as well. Q 


Ousted Sri Lankan PM's party asks Facebook to protect users 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) — The ousted Sri 
Lankan prime minister’s party urged Face- 
book to safeguard the identity of its supporters 
on the social media platform, fearing informa¬ 
tion sharing with what it calls the country’s “il¬ 
legal” government can lead to a crackdown 
against the users. 

In a letter to Facebook chief Mark Zuckerberg, 
the United National Party said such informa¬ 
tion could be used against the users “in ways 
which are legally prohibited.” 

Party spokesman Piyasena Dissanayaka said 
Sunday that Facebook blocked its official 
page ahead of a public rally on Thursday but 


restored it on Saturday. 

“It is very likely that officials from the current 
illegal administration ... may ask Facebook for 
information on selected Sri Lankan users of 
Facebook that should rightfully be private,” 
said the letter, sent on Thursday. 

“Such requests may include information on 
named individuals, geo locations and other 
identification details of users who view and 
post on these pages,” the letter said. “It is vital 
this information be safeguarded as the cur¬ 
rent illegal administration will most likely use 
these in ways which are legally prohibited.” 
Dissanayaka said Facebook officials had not 


yet responded to the letter. 

Facebook said in an email to The Associated 
Press: “Facebook takes data protection and 
people’s privacy very seriously and we have 
a responsibility to keep people safe on our 
services — whether from terrorism, bullying, 
or other threats. We also have a broader so¬ 
cial responsibility to help bring people closer 
together — against polarization and extrem¬ 
ism.” Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe was 
sacked last month by President Maithripala 
Sirisena. Sirisena replaced Wickremesinghe 
with Mahinda Rajapaksa, who has had two 
no-confidence motions against himO 
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North Korea’s stable exchange rates confound economists 


hotels that deal only in for- limiting traders to a specific said in an email to the AP. 

eign currency. The other, exchange rate bandwidth Brown, now an indepen- 

more closely watched, is or reducing loans in the lo- dent consultant, believes 

tied to market forces and cal currency to keep its cir- the North is doing what 



In this Sept. 12,2018, file photo. North Korean customers get assistance at a supermarket in Pyong¬ 
yang, North Korea. 

Associated Press 


By ERIC TALMADGE 
Associated Press 
PYONGYANG, North Korea 
(AP) — It’s a question that 
nags at North Korea econ¬ 
omy watchers: How has 
the country been able to 
maintain stable exchange 
rates — and avert hyper¬ 
inflation — despite intense 
sanctions, political tensions 
and a swelling trade imbal¬ 
ance? 

In a nutshell. North Korea 
buys a whole lot more than 
it sells to China and, be¬ 
cause of the sanctions, is 
doing hardly any business 
with anyone else. Since 
no one in their right mind 
would accept the interna¬ 
tionally worthless North Ko¬ 
rean currency for any sig¬ 
nificant trade deal, North 
Korea must be burning up 
its foreign reserves. And 
when a country does that, 
prices generally start to rise 
— often dangerously so. All 
of which should be reflect¬ 
ed in its exchange rates. 

So what gives? 
Understanding what's go¬ 
ing on with the North Kore¬ 
an economy is essential for 
negotiators trying to gauge 
how seriously leader Kim 
Jong Un is about giving up 
his nuclear weapons and 
whether sanctions are ac¬ 
tually what got him to the 
negotiation table, as many 
in the U.S. government 
have suggested. Exchange 
rate stability would normal¬ 
ly suggest otherwise. But 
does it? 

“The fact that the rate is 
stable means that the over¬ 
all economy of the country 
is stable and it is growing," 
Ri Ki Song, an economist 
with the Economic Institute 
of the North’s Academy of 
Social Sciences, said in a 
recent interview in Pyong¬ 
yang with The Associated 
Press. “Our economy is not 
an economy that relies on 
exports.... Due to the sanc¬ 
tions, we are not making 
a lot of trade or financial 
dealings with other coun¬ 
tries, so there will be not so 
many changes in the ex¬ 
change rates.” 

The North Korean currency, 
called the won, has two 
exchange rates. One is set 
by the government at an 
artificially high level and 
is used mainly in shops or 


is a better reflection of ac¬ 
tual economic conditions. 
It has stayed mostly within 
a narrow band of around 
8,000 to the U.S. dollar since 
about 2012-2013. 

As Ri suggested, there are 
signs the North Korean 
economy has been doing 
well under Kim. But there is 
clearly a lot more going on. 
First off, North Korea’s 
economy has never been 
self-reliant. It has depend¬ 
ed heavily on exporting 
goods such as coal, textiles 
and seafood. 

“There’s a reason these 
goods are sanctioned,” 
said Benjamin Katzeff Sil- 
berstein, co-editor of North 
Korean Economy Watch. 
He added that Kim has 
been trying to boost do¬ 
mestic production to re¬ 
duce the country’s reli¬ 
ance on imports and lift 
consumption of domesti¬ 
cally made goods, which 
wouldn’t be necessary if 
North Korea was economi¬ 
cally self-reliant. 

Silberstein and fellow econ¬ 
omy watcher Peter Ward, 
in a paper published Thurs¬ 
day by the respected 38 
North website, argued the 
North has several tools to 
promote stability, such as 


culation low. They also sug¬ 
gested there simply might 
not be enough dollars in 
circulation for the market 
price to be impacted by 
the sentiments of ordinary 
people. Or, perhaps, the 
government is keeping it 
artificially stable “by sheer 
force — for political rea¬ 
sons — to present an im¬ 
age of resilience through 
sanctions.” 

Bill Brown, a former CIA of¬ 
ficer and adjunct professor 
at Georgetown School of 
Foreign Service, said Ri's 
claims about overall eco¬ 
nomic stability aren't with¬ 
out merit. 

“But the right question, 
then, is at what cost,” he 
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China has been doing for 
the past 40 years — selling 
off its assets. Because the 
state owns all capital, he 
said, in the short term it can 
fund itself and protect the 
exchange rate by selling 
or privatizing a good part 
of its property. It could also 
be raising money by allow¬ 
ing officials to charge for 
ordinary activities or skimp¬ 
ing on salaries while looking 
the other way as they ac¬ 
cept bribes to make up the 
difference. The problem. 


of course, is none of that is 
sustainable. 

“Stable money is essential 
to building a new market 
economy, enhancing pri¬ 
vate sector-led productivi¬ 
ty and growth and allowing 
citizens to save and invest 
their own money,” Brown 
said. “I suspect Kim knows 
good, or at least not bad, 
relations with (President 
Donald) Trump and Amer¬ 
ica are essential for con¬ 
fidence in the won and is 
behaving accordingly. So, 
for now, no ICBM or nucle¬ 
ar weapon tests, and lots of 
happy talk.” 

North Korean leaders are 
well aware of the dangers 
of a volatile currency. 
Widespread panic ensued 
in 2009 when the gov¬ 
ernment decided to ex¬ 
change the old currency 
for a new one — at a rate 
of 100 to 1, erasing person¬ 
al savings in one fell swoop. 
Kim Jong Un's father, Kim 
Jong II, reportedly had the 
finance minister executed 
for the fiasco. 

Because of such concerns, 
even ordinary people have 
good reason to want to 
keep their savings in dollars 
or Chinese yuan. And while 
confidence in the local 
currency has recovered in 
recent years, it still can't be 
converted into other cur¬ 
rencies outside of North 
Korea and remains ill-suited 
for big transactions. 

As Silberstein and Ward 
point out, its biggest de¬ 
nomination is the 5,000 bill 
— worth about 60 cents. □ 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Down in the 
dumps 
4 Zeal 
9 Out in the 
visible to all 
13 Mean guy 

15 It to Beaver” 

16 One of Lloyd 
Bridges' sons 

17 Deceased 

18 Freeway divisions 

19 Examination 

20 Invigorating 
substance 

22 _ and crafts 

23 Old MacDonald’s 
place 

24 Boxer 
Muhammad 

26 Takes things in 
copes well 
29 Daytime shows 

34 ‘The _ Is Right” 

35 Witches’ spells 

36 Knock 

37 Queue 

38 Obsolete 

39 Robe for Caesar 

40 a Small 
World” 

41 Nat and Natalie 

42 West Point 
student 

43 Adolescent 

45 Ne’er-do-wells 

46 Bullring cheer 

47 Bothersome 
person 

48 Asian language 
51 Lending a hand 

56 Fumbler’s word 

57 “It never _ but it 
pours” 

58 Yuletide carol 

60 Merriment 

61 Fill with joy 

62 Checkers or 
canasta 

63 Chances 

64 Evil spirit 

65 Presidential 
monogram 

DOWN 

1 Layer of turf 

2 Eras 

3 Word of disgust 

4 Charm; appeal 
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5 Kingdom 

6 Actress Plato 

7 Kitchen 
appliance 

8 Said again 

9 Acquire 

10 One’s equal 

11 Eon a vane 

12 Cuckoo 
14 Building 

21 Manufactured 

25 Fleur-de-_ 

26 Divided 

27 Like a cliche 

28 Dishwasher 
cycle 

29 “Lovely Rita, _ 
maid...” 

30 Chopping tools 

31 Wear away 

32 Rarin’togo 

33 Arguments 
35 Hearty 

38 Like the pages 
of a well-read 
book 

39 Sampling 

41 Coolidge, to 
friends 

42 Expense 
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44 Sounds 52 On offered at 

45 Diminish a lower price 

47 Popular Ford 53 Setting for “The 

subcompact of King and I” 

the 70s 54 Genesis 

48 African nation boatbuilder 

49 _ one’s tongue; 55 Diamonds & 

refrain from rubies 

speaking 59 Me Call You 

50 Mimicked Sweetheart” 
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Study finds healthy group of polar 
bears in sea near Alaska 


By DAN JOLING 
Associated Press 
ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) 

— The first formal count of 
polar bears in waters be¬ 
tween the United States 
and Russia indicates 
they're doing better than 
some of their cousins else¬ 
where. 

Polar bears are listed as a 
threatened species be¬ 
cause of diminished sea 
ice due to climate change. 
But university and fed¬ 
eral researchers estimate 
a healthy and abundant 
population of nearly 3,000 
animals in the Chukchi 
Sea off Alaska's northwest 
coast, according to a study 
published Wednesday in 
Scientific Reports. 

“It the near-term, it's ab¬ 
solutely good news,” said 
lead author Eric Regehr, 
who began the project 
more than a decade ago 
as a U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service biologist and last 
year joined the University 
of Washington’s Polar Sci¬ 
ence Center. 

In the longer term, it 
doesn’t mean the Chukchi 
Sea bear population will 
not be affected. 

“Polar bears need ice to 
hunt seals, and the ice is 
projected to decline un¬ 
til the underlying problem 
of climate change is ad¬ 
dressed,” Regehr said. 

The study shows there is 
variation around the world 
in the effects of sea ice 
loss on polar bears, he said 
Thursday. 

“Some subpopulations are 
already declining while 
others are still doing OK,” 
he said. 

Polar bears are classified as 
marine mammals because 
they spend most of their 
lives on sea ice. Less sea 
ice means less productive 
time to hunt ice seals, more 
time on shore and longer, 
energy-sapping swims. 

The world’s polar bears are 
divided into 19 subpopula¬ 
tions, including two in U.S. 
waters. Besides Chukchi 
bears, the United States 
shares the southern Beau¬ 
fort Sea population with 
Canada. 

Stress in southern Beaufort 
bears from a loss of sea ice 
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was partly why the United 
States in 2008 declared po¬ 
lar bears a threatened spe¬ 
cies. 

Fewer cubs were surviv¬ 
ing into their second year 
and adult males weighed 
less and had smaller skulls, 
the U.S. Geological Survey 
found. Researcher Steven 
Amstrup at the time said 
the trends were consistent 
with changes in nutritional 
status likely associated with 
declines in sea ice. 

A more recent study by 
USGS researcher Karyn 
Rode found that Chukchi 
bears spend more time on 
shore and have almost 30 
fewer days to hunt seals 
on ice than 20 years ago, 
Regehr said. However, that 
doesn’t appear to have af¬ 
fected the population, he 
said. 

Polar bears have an amaz¬ 
ing ability to build fat re¬ 
serves, Regehr said, and 
the Chukchi’s abundant 
seal population apparently 
allows bears to compen¬ 
sate for the loss of hunting 
time. The difference with 
the southern Beaufort was 
obvious from an airplane, 
he said. 

“It’s visually striking to me, 
the difference, having 
worked in both places," 
Regehr said. 

When ice melts, many 
Chukchi bears rest on Rus¬ 
sia’s Wrangell Island, where 
they occasionally can find 


study used data collected 
by sampling about 60 po¬ 
lar bears between 2008 
and 2016. Some were fitted 
with GPS transmitters. The 
data was used in a model 
designed to estimate pop¬ 
ulation size for highly mo¬ 
bile large carnivores. 

“It’s nice to see that there’s 
at least one population 
that's doing better than 
others,” he said. 

The difference may be 
geography, he said. The 
Chukchi Sea has a more 
extensive continental shelf 
area with primary produc¬ 
tivity that enables the food 
chain to support sealsO 
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In this undated photo provided by Eric Regehr, polar bears are 
seen on Wrangel Island in the Arctic Circle. 
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a whale or walrus carcass. 
The Chukchi population 
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Next generation of biotech food heading for grocery stores 



Fred Gmitter, a geneticist at the University of Florida Citrus 
Research and Education Center, holds citrus seedlings that are 
used for gene editing research at the University of Florida in Lake 
Alfred, Fla., on Sept. 27, 2018. 



Fred Gmitter, a geneticist at the University of Florida Citrus 
Research and Education Center, holds an orange affected by 
citrus greening disease at a grove in Fort Meade, Fla., on Sept. 


By LAURAN NEERGAARD 
AP Medical Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

next generation of bio¬ 
tech food is headed for 
the grocery aisles, and first 
up may be salad dressings 
or granola bars made with 
soybean oil genetically 
tweaked to be good for 
your heart. 

By early next year, the first 
foods from plants or ani¬ 
mals that had their DNA 
“edited" are expected to 
begin selling. It’s a different 
technology than today's 
controversial “genetically 
modified” foods, more like 
faster breeding that prom¬ 
ises to boost nutrition, spur 
crop growth, and make 
farm animals hardier and 
fruits and vegetables last 
longer. 

The U.S. National Academy 
of Sciences has declared 
gene editing one of the 
breakthroughs needed to 
improve food production 
so the world can feed bil¬ 
lions more people amid a 
changing climate. Yet gov¬ 
ernments are wrestling with 
how to regulate this pow¬ 
erful new tool. And after 
years of confusion and ran¬ 
cor, will shoppers accept 
gene-edited foods or view 
them as GMOs in disguise? 
“If the consumer sees the 
benefit, I think they’ll em¬ 
brace the products and 
worry less about the tech¬ 
nology,” said Dan Voytas, 
a University of Minnesota 
professor and chief sci¬ 
ence officer for Calyxt Inc., 
which edited soybeans to 
make the oil heart-healthy. 
Researchers are pursuing 
more ambitious changes: 
Wheat with triple the usual 
fiber, or that’s low in glu¬ 
ten. Mushrooms that don’t 
brown, and better-produc¬ 
ing tomatoes. Drought-tol¬ 
erant corn, and rice that 
no longer absorbs soil pollu¬ 


tion as it grows. Dairy cows 
that don’t need to under¬ 
go painful de-horning, and 
pigs immune to a danger¬ 
ous virus that can sweep 
through herds. 

Scientists even hope gene 
editing eventually could 
save species from being 
wiped out by devastating 
diseases like citrus green¬ 
ing, a so far unstoppable 
infection that’s destroying 
Florida’s famed oranges. 
First they must find genes 
that could make a new 
generation of trees im¬ 
mune. “If we can go in 
and edit the gene, change 
the DNA sequence ever so 
slightly by one or two let¬ 
ters, potentially we’d have 
a way to defeat this dis¬ 
ease,” said Fred Gmitter, a 
geneticist at the University 
of Florida Citrus Research 
and Education Center, 
as he examined diseased 
trees in a grove near Fort 
Meade. 

GENETICALLY MODIFIED OR 
EDITED, WHAT’S THE DIFFER¬ 
ENCE? 

Farmers have long geneti¬ 
cally manipulated crops 
and animals by selectively 
breeding to get offspring 
with certain traits. It’s time- 
consuming and can bring 
trade-offs. Modern to¬ 
matoes, for example, are 
larger than their pea-sized 


Associated Press 

wild ancestor, but the gen¬ 
erations of cross-breeding 
made them more fragile 
and altered their nutrients. 
GMOs, or genetically modi¬ 
fied organisms, are plants 
or animals that were mixed 
with another species' DNA 
to introduce a specific trait 
— meaning they’re “trans¬ 
genic.” Best known are 
corn and soybeans mixed 
with bacterial genes for 
built-in resistance to pests 
or weed killers. 

Despite international scien¬ 
tific consensus that GMOs 
are safe to eat, some peo¬ 
ple remain wary and there 
is concern they could spur 
herbicide-resistant weeds. 
Now gene-editing tools, 
with names like CRISPR 
and TALENs, promise to al¬ 
ter foods more precisely, 
and at less cost, without 
necessarily adding foreign 
DNA. Instead, they act like 
molecular scissors to alter 
the letters of an organism's 
own genetic alphabet. 

The technology can insert 
new DNA, but most prod¬ 
ucts in development so far 
switch off a gene, accord¬ 
ing to University of Missouri 
professor Nicholas Kalait- 
zandonakes. 

Those new Calyxt soy¬ 
beans? Voytas’ team inac¬ 
tivated two genes so the 
beans produce oil with no 
heart-damaging trans fat 
and that shares the famed 
health profile of olive oil 
without its distinct taste. 

The hornless calves? Most 
dairy Holsteins grow horns 
that are removed for the 
safety of farmers and other 
cows. Recombinetics Inc. 
swapped part of the gene 
that makes dairy cows 
grow horns with the DNA 


27, 2018. 

instructions from naturally 
hornless Angus beef cattle. 
“Precision breeding,” is 
how animal geneticist Ali¬ 
son Van Eenennaam of 
the University of California, 
Davis, explains it. “This isn’t 
going to replace traditional 
breeding,” but make it eas¬ 
ier to add one more trait. 
RULES AREN’T CLEAR 
The Agriculture Depart¬ 
ment says extra rules aren’t 
needed for “plants that 
could otherwise have been 
developed through tradi¬ 
tional breeding,” clearing 
the way for development 
of about two dozen gene- 
edited crops so far. 

In contrast, the Food and 
Drug Administration in 2017 
proposed tighter, drug-like 
restrictions on gene-edited 
animals. It promises guid¬ 
ance sometime next year 
on exactly how it will pro¬ 
ceed. Because of trade, in¬ 
ternational regulations are 
“the most important factor 
in whether genome edit¬ 
ing technologies are com¬ 
mercialized,” USDA’s Paul 
Spencer told a meeting of 
agriculture economists. 
Europe’s highest court 
ruled last summer that exist¬ 
ing European curbs on the 
sale of transgenic GMOs 
should apply to gene-ed¬ 
ited foods, too. But at the 
World Trade Organization 
this month, the U.S. joined 
12 nations including Aus¬ 
tralia, Canada, Argentina 
and Brazil in urging other 
countries to adopt interna¬ 
tionally consistent, science- 
based rules for gene-edit¬ 
ed agriculture. 

ARE THESE FOODS SAFE? 

The biggest concern is 
what are called off-target 
edits, unintended changes 


Associated Press 

to DNA that could affect 
a crop’s nutritional value 
or an animal's health, said 
Jennifer Kuzma of the Ge¬ 
netic Engineering and So¬ 
ciety Center at North Caro¬ 
lina State University. 
Scientists are looking for 
any signs of problems. Take 
the hornless calves munch¬ 
ing in a UC-Davis field. One 
is female and once it be¬ 
gins producing milk. Van 
Eenennaam will test how 
similar that milk's fat and 
protein composition is to 
milk from unaltered cows. 
“We're kind of being overly 
cautious," she said, noting 
that if eating beef from nat¬ 
urally hornless Angus cattle 
is fine, milk from edited Hol¬ 
steins should be, too. 

But to Kuzma, companies 
will have to be up-front 
about how these new 
foods were made and 
the evidence that they're 
healthy. She wants regu¬ 
lators to decide case-by- 
case which changes are 
no big deal, and which 
might need more scrutiny. 
“Most gene-edited plants 
and animals are probably 
going to be just fine to eat. 
But you’re only going to do 
yourself a disservice in the 
long run if you hide behind 
the terminology," Kuzma 
said. 

AVOIDING A BACKLASH 

Uncertainty about regu¬ 
latory and consumer re¬ 
action is creating some 
strange bedfellows. An 
industry-backed group of 
food makers and farmers 
asked university research¬ 
ers and consumer advo¬ 
cates to help craft guide¬ 
lines for “responsible use" 
of gene editing in the food 
supply .□ 
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William Goldman, Oscar winner for ‘Butch Cassidy,’ has died 


By JAKE COYLE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Wil¬ 
liam Goldman, the Oscar- 
winning screenwriter and 
Hollywood wise man who 
won Academy Awards for 
“Butch Cassidy and the 
Sundance Kid" and “All 
the President's Men” and 
summed up the mystery of 
making a box office hit by 
declaring “Nobody knows 
anything,” has died. He 
was 87. Goldman's daugh¬ 
ter Jenny said her father 
died early Friday in New 
York due to complications 
from colon cancer and 
pneumonia. “So much of 
what’s he's written can 
express who he was and 
what he was about," she 
said, adding that the last 
few weeks, while Goldman 
was ailing, revealed just 
how many people consid¬ 
ered him family. 

Goldman, who also con¬ 
verted his novels “Mara¬ 
thon Man,” "Magic,” "The 
Princess Bride” and “Heat” 
into screenplays, clearly 
knew more than most 
about what the audience 
wanted. He was not only 
a successful film writer but 
a top script doctor, the in¬ 
dustry title for an uncred¬ 
ited writer brought in to im¬ 
prove or “punch up” weak 
screenplays. 

Goldman also made po¬ 
litical history by coining the 
phrase “follow the money" 
in his script for “All the Presi¬ 
dent's Men,” adapted from 
the book by Washington 
Post reporters Bob Wood¬ 
ward and Carl Bernstein 
on the Watergate political 
scandal. The film starred 
Robert Redford as Wood¬ 
ward and Dustin Hoffman 
as Bernstein. Standing in 
the shadows, Hal Holbrook 
was the mystery man code- 
named Deep Throat who 
helped the reporters pur¬ 
sue the evidence. His ad¬ 
vice, “Follow the money," 
became so widely quoted 
that few people realized it 
was never said during the 
actual scandal. 

A confirmed New Yorker, 
Goldman declined to work 
in Hollywood. Instead, he 
would fly to Los Angeles for 
two-day conferences with 
directors and producers, 
then return home to fash- 



In this March 28, 1977 file photo, William Goldman accepts his Oscar at Academy Awards in Los 
Angeles, for screenplay from other medium for “All The President's Men.” 

Associated Press 


failed on Broadway. 

James Goldman would 
later write the historical 
play “The Lion in Winter,” 
which he converted to film, 
winning the 1968 Oscar for 
best adapted screenplay. 
William Goldman had 
come to screenwriting by 
accident after actor Cliff 
Robertson read one of his 
books, “No Way to Treat a 
Lady,” and thought it was 
a film treatment. After he 
hired the young writer to 
fashion a script from a short 
story, Goldman rushed out 
to buy a book on screen 
writing. Robertson rejected 
the script but found Gold¬ 
man a job working on a 
screenplay for a British thrill¬ 
er. After that he adapted 
his novel “Harper" for a 
1966 film starring Paul New¬ 
man as a private eyeO 


ion a script, which he did 
with amazing speed. In his 
1985 book, “Adventures in 
the Screen Trade,” he ex¬ 
pressed disdain for an in¬ 
dustry that elaborately pro¬ 
duced and tested a movie, 
only to see it dismissed by 
the public during its first 
weekend in theaters. 
“Nobody knows anything,” 
he remarked. 

Screenwriter and filmmaker 
Aaron Sorkin called Gold¬ 
man a mentor. 

“He was the dean of Amer¬ 
ican screenwriters and 
generations of filmmakers 
will continue to walk in the 
footprints he laid,” Sorkin 
said in a statement. “He 
wrote so many unforgetta¬ 
ble movies, so many thun¬ 
derous novels and works of 
non-fiction, and while I’ll al¬ 
ways wish he’d written one 
more, I'll always be grateful 
for what he's left us.” 
Goldman launched his writ¬ 
ing career after receiving a 
master’s degree in English 
from Columbia University in 
1956. Weary of academia, 
he declined the chance 
to earn a Ph.D., choosing 
instead to write the novel 
“The Temple of Gold” in 
10 days. Knopf agreed to 
publish it. Instead, he wrote 
other novels, including 
“Soldier in the Rain," which 
became a movie starring 
Steve McQueen. Goldman 
also co-authored a play 
and a musical with his old¬ 
er brother, James, but both 
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‘Creed II’ goes more than the distance. It’s a KO 


By MARK KENNEDY 
Associated Press 

The weight of legacy hangs 
heavily over “Creed II.” Not 
just for most of the char¬ 
acters, who must come to 
grips with their own fam¬ 
ily histories. But also for the 
filmmakers, tasked with 
making a sequel to a suc¬ 
cessful spin-off of a be¬ 
loved franchise. It would 
put any film on the ropes. 
Not this one. 

“Creed II “ pulls off a rather 
amazing feat by adding to 
the luster of its predeces¬ 
sor and propelling the nar¬ 
rative into a bright future 
while also reaching back 
to honor its past, resurrect¬ 
ing unfinished business from 
“Rocky IV” and adding a 
dash of “Rocky III." Pound 
per pound, the sequel 
might even be better than 
its predecessor. 

Steven Caple Jr. replaced 
Ryan Coogler in the di¬ 
rector’s chair this time but 
there is plenty of continuity: 
Michael B. Jordan returns 
as Adonis Creed, with Syl¬ 
vester Stallone by his side 
as former heavyweight 
champ and trainer Rocky 
Balboa. Also back: Tessa 


even an appearance by 
Brigitte Nielsen, who plays 
Drago’s wife in 1985 and 
was a real-life wife of Stal¬ 
lone. (Talk about keeping it 
in the family.) 

Caple matches Coogler's 
moody, gritty vision of a 
brutal sport conducted by 
mostly honorable men try¬ 
ing to outwit each other. 
There’s plenty of gore, slo- 
mos of smashed heads and 
“Rocky” trademarks — the 
glorious montages with 
uplifting music as fighters 
prepare for their shot in the 
ring. (Prepare to look away 
if you are fans of massive 
truck tires — many get hor¬ 
rible beat downs.) 

Stallone got his mitts on 
the script — after having 
had a role penning all the 
“Rocky” films but sitting 
out writing “Creed” — and 
teams up with Cheo Ho- 
dari Coker, creator of the 
Netflix superhero hit “Luke 
Cage." Onscreen, Stallone 
returns with his dark fedora 
and small bouncing ball, 
shuffling about and mum¬ 
bling, allowing his sad eyes 
to do the bulk of his acting. 
It's in the small moments 
between crusty Stallone 
and cocky Jordan where 
the film finds its sweet spot. 
“What are you fightin’ for?” 
the elder man asks the 
younger. □ 


This image released by Metro Goldwyn Mayer Pictures / Warner Bros. Pictures shows Florian 
Munteanu , left, and Michael B. Jordan in a scene from “Creed II." 


Thompson as Creed's love 
interest, Phylicia Rashad as 
Creed's mom, and Wood 
Harris as a coach. Max Kell- 
erman is ringside again as 
color commentator. 

The sequel pits Creed 
against man-mountain Vik¬ 
tor Drago, the son of Ivan 
Drago, who killed Adonis 
Creed’s father, Apollo 
Creed, in the ring in “Rocky 
IV.” That stirs up trauma for 


Rocky, who feels respon¬ 
sible for the elder Creed’s 
demise. 

Rocky went on to avenge 
the death by beating the 
elder Drago but we also 
now learn what that dis¬ 
grace meant for the Dra- 
gos. This film is about ghosts 
as much as it is a medita¬ 
tion on fatherhood. At one 
point Kellerman says the 
showdown between the 
sons of Creed and Drago 
is almost like a Shakespear¬ 
ian drama and — laugh if 
you must — it feels sort of 
right here. 


Associated Press 

Desire — or lack of it — 
plays a key role in “Creed 
II” since we meet young 
Adonis as the new cham¬ 
pion, at the top. Viktor Dra¬ 
go is at the bottom, haul¬ 
ing cement in Ukraine and 
burning for family redemp¬ 
tion. “My son will break your 
boy,” Ivan Drago threatens 
Rocky, who sort of agrees. 
“When a fighter’s got noth¬ 
ing to lose he’s danger¬ 
ous,” he warns Creed. 
“Listen, that kid was raised 
in hate. You weren't.” 
Dolph Lungren returns as 
the elder Drago and there’s 


Lee Child has delivered another winner 


By JEFF AYERS 
Associated Press 

“Past Tense: a Jack Reach- 
er Novel” (Delacorte Press), 
by Lee Child 

While Jack Reacher is ex¬ 
ploring the United States, 
he stumbles on a rural area 
in New Hampshire and 
spots a sign with a name 
that's familiar to him — the 
town where his father was 
born. 

Reacher decides to take a 
detour from his plan to in¬ 
vestigate his dad’s life. His 
plan goes awry when he 
visits the city clerk’s office 
and the local library. He 
also talks to folks who have 
lived in the tiny town their 
entire lives. According to 
the evidence, no one with 
the last name of Reacher 
ever lived there. 


While Reacher searches 
for answers in “Past Tense,” 
two young people from 
Canada run into a bit of 
bad luck when their car 
breaks down. Since the 
area is isolated and they 
are lacking in funds, they 
are in a bind. Patty and 
her boyfriend. Shorty, are 
happy when a local offers 
to help them with their car 
and puts them in a newly 
renovated motel. It soon 
becomes terrifying when 
they realize their knight in 
shining armor is lying and 
has taken them prisoner. 
The two stories eventually 
collide in a surprising way, 
and the last third of the 
novel is tense and exciting. 
Patty and Shorty’s story in¬ 
vokes elements of “Psycho” 
mixed with some Stephen 


*i I.' V ilJi JMrfllElllEii.lkl iUiMbr 

LEE 

JACK REACHER 

CHILD 

1 FAST TENSE 

— * 


This cover image released by 
Delacorte Press shows “Past 
Tense,” a Jack reacher novel 
by Lee Child. 

Associated Press 

King. The novel starts more 
slowly than typical Lee 
Child narratives, but once 
“Past Tense” gets past the 
opening. Child kicks the 
story into high gearO 
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Join Bug aloe for Crazy Fish Mondays! 

Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill is perfectly located 
between the Riu Palace Hotel and Hilton Resort on 
the famous Palm Pier with stunning 360 views of 
the crystal clear ocean. Open daily from 7.30am 
till midnight mondays are known as Crazy Fish 
Mondays for the delicious fresh fish dishes the 
chef at Bugaloe serves up. 


Crazy Fish Monday! (after 5pm) Fried Fish Basket $14, 
Grouper Platter $17 or Red Snapper fillet $20. Fresher than 
fresh is the motto of Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill. Caught in 
the morning, served at night,,. That's the Bugaloe way! 

In addition to Crazy Fish Mondays, Bugaloe has a weekly 
line-up of live entertainment and daily happy hours from 
5-6pm and 10-11pm. Follow your tapping feet down 
to the music where smiles and fun await you! 

Reservations are recommended. 


Located at De Palm Pier between the Hilton Resort and Riu Hotel T: (+297)586-2233 info@bugaloe.com www.Bugaloe.com *3 t ri pallor 


Composer Lalo Schifrin says Oscar is an ‘amazing honor’ 



In this Nov. 10,2016 file photo, Argentina’s composer Lalo Schifrin 
gestures as he arrives before being awarded Commandeur in 
the Arts and Letters order by French Culture and Communication 
minister Audrey Azoulay in Paris. 


By LINDSEY BAHR 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Lalo 
Schifrin’s unconventional 
scores have a way of get¬ 
ting into your head and 
staying there. The Argentin¬ 
ian composer has written 
more than 100 arrange¬ 
ments for film and televi¬ 
sion, including “Dirty Harry,” 
Bullitt,” "Cool Hand Luke,” 
and, perhaps most famous¬ 
ly, the theme for “Mission: 
Impossible.” 

In over 50 years of work, 
he’s also racked up six 
Academy Award nomi¬ 
nations — five for original 
score (“Cool Hand Luke,” 
“’The Fox,” "Voyage of the 
Damned,” "The Amityville 
Horror,” and “The Sting II”) 
and one for original song — 
but has gone home empty 
handed every time. That’ll 
change Sunday at the 10th 
annual Governors Awards 
where Schifrin, along with 
actress Cicely Tyson and 
publicist Marvin Levy , will 


be given a prestigious hon¬ 
orary Oscar statuette. 
Schifrin called the honor 
“amazing” and thanked 
the members of the film 
academy for their “gener¬ 
osity." 

Schifrin has been training in 
music since a very young 
age — his father was a re¬ 
spected musician locally in 
Buenos Aires who started 
him early. He piano stud¬ 
ied with Enrique Barenboim 
and Juan Carlos Paz, and 
eventually got accepted 
into the prestigious Paris 
Conservatory, where he 
learned about harmony 
and composition from Ol¬ 
ivier Messiaen (“He was a 
great influence on me.") 
Schifrin, who is also an ac¬ 
complished jazz musician, 
impressed the likes of Dizzy 
Gillespie along the way be¬ 
fore making his way to Los 
Angeles. 

Lately the 86-year-old has 
been less focused on film 
scores and more on classic 


compositions, but Schifrin 
still loves films and reflected 
on some of his best-known 
works. 

“Every movie has its own 
personality. There are no 
rules to write music for mov¬ 
ies,” Schifrin said. “The mov¬ 
ie dictates what the music 


Associated Press 

will be.” 

One prime example is 
“Dirty Harry,” where Schi¬ 
frin decided that the main 
character wasn’t in fact 
Clint Eastwood’s hero Harry 
Callahan, but the villain, 
Scorpio. 

“You would think the com¬ 


poser would pay more at¬ 
tention to the hero. But in 
this case, no I did it to Scor¬ 
pio, the bad guy, the evil 
guy,” he said. “I wrote a 
theme for Scorpio." 

But it has been the “Mission: 
Impossible" score, famously 
written in the unusual 5/4 
time signature, that has 
continued to remain his 
most popular and recog¬ 
nizable, as the Tom Cruise 
film series continues intro¬ 
ducing new generations to 
the urgent earworm. 

“To me it was a surprise 
that the theme became 
so popular with people," 
Schifrin said. A producer at 
the time told him that he 
wanted something simple, 
something compact, and 
something that people can 
hear from the kitchen and 
know exactly which show 
is starting. “I went to write 
something simple,” he said. 
“And over time it became 
so popular and I’m so hap¬ 
py about it.’O 
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Watch geeks drive booming trade in preowned pieces 



In this May 31, 2018, photo watches lie on a table in front of Christian Zeron as he talks with Anna 
Griffin in Westfield, N.J. Zeron's company website, theoandharris.com, sells $2 million’s worth of 
watches annually. 


By AMIR BIBAWY 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Around 
two dozen traders sit in an 
open-layout second floor 
of a building in suburban 
Philadelphia. Surrounded 
by computer monitors, loud 
conversation and ringing 
phones, the energy on this 
trading floor is high and the 
commodity is blingy. 

At the headquarters of 
Govberg, they’re not deal¬ 
ing in diamonds or gold but 
preowned luxury watches, 
of which company sells 
about $200 million worth a 
year. 

Some 100 miles (160 kilo¬ 
meters) northeast, 23-year- 
old Christian Zeron sits in 
his parents’ dining room in 
suburban New Jersey look¬ 
ing at around 30 preowned 
vintage watches. In a few 
days, he'll put them up 
for sale on his company’s 
website, theoandharris. 
com, which sells $2 million 
worth of watches annually. 
Govberg, in the watch 
business for 35 years, and 
Theo&Harris, founded only 
three years ago, are part of 
the thriving preowned lux¬ 
ury watch business. Along 
with dozens of other com¬ 
panies, they are the core of 
an industry that has explod¬ 
ed over the past few years, 
rivaling the new luxury time¬ 
piece business in size. 

“It's bigger than people 
think,” said Reginald Brack, 
executive director and in¬ 
dustry analyst for watches 
and luxury at NPD Group, 
which studies $2 trillion in 
consumer spending across 
20 industries. 

Brack said it’s difficult to 
quantify precisely the mar¬ 
ket for preowned watches 
because nobody tracks it 
thoroughly. But some esti¬ 
mates put it at three times 
the new luxury watch mar¬ 
ket, itself estimated to be 
worth up to $10 billion just in 
the U.S. 

“I wouldn’t disagree with 
that statement,” Brack 
said. “And it's only getting 
bigger.” 

Even though watches have 
been disappearing from 
people’s wrists with the 
spread of mobile phones, 
luxury watches remain a 
popular status symbol. In 
fact, sales have slightly 


crept up in the last two 
years. The preowned busi¬ 
ness allows shoppers to get 
a good deal on modern 
watches like Rolex Subma¬ 
riner, while also offering a 
large selection of vintage 
pieces like an early 20th- 
century Cartier Tank. 

Danny Govberg, the 
founder of Govberg's glob¬ 
al watch operation Watch- 
Box, compared the rise of 
preowned watches to the 
“quartz revolution” nearly 
five decades ago. 

The introduction of battery- 
operated quartz move¬ 
ments in wristwatches took 
a big bite out of the market 
share from major automat¬ 
ic or mechanical watch 
brands such as Rolex, Ome¬ 
ga, Patek Philippe, Jaeger- 
LeCoultre, and Audemars 
Piguet. 

Those brands, which have 
since recovered, are now 


the bread and butter of 
today's preowned watch 
traders. “Preowned watch¬ 
es are coming out of draw¬ 
ers so fast and furious now 
that I’ve never seen any¬ 
thing like it," Govberg said 
in an interview in the com¬ 
pany's headquarters in 
Bala Cynwyd, just outside 
Philadelphia. “It’s a real 
disruption coming to our in¬ 
dustry.” 

Luxury brands have taken 
note. In June, Richemont, 
the owner of such brands 
as Cartier and IWC, bought 
Watchfinder, a British on¬ 
line platform for trading pr¬ 
eowned watches. 

“The preowned market has 
taken some business from 
the new market, there's no 
question,” said Steven Kai¬ 
ser, a veteran watch indus¬ 
try executive and founder 
of Kaiser Time, a New York- 
based luxury industry con- 


Associated Press 

suiting firm. Govberg en¬ 
tered the preowned watch 
business in 1983 when he 
introduced watches to his 
family's jewelry store on 
Jewelers' Row on Philadel¬ 
phia's Sansom Street. 
“People weren't collect¬ 
ing vintage watches back 
then," he said, recalling 
that he would travel to 
Europe to buy used Ro- 
lexes and Patek Philippes 
from watch shows. “Little 
shows that you would go 
to, almost like trading card 
shows. Like wristwatch 
swap shows.” 

At the turn of the millen¬ 
nium, new platforms such 
as eBay drove Govberg to 
adopt his own online strate¬ 
gy. Ultimately, he founded 
WatchBox, a digital plat¬ 
form and app that includes 
video reviews and a trad¬ 
ing market for valuable 
timepieces. 

The company recently 
launched a second sea¬ 
son of “The Classroom,” a 
YouTube series that aims 
to educate watch enthusi¬ 
asts about the intricacies of 
owning a watch that could 
be worth hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of dollars. 

Zeron, of Theo&Harris, 
also uses video to offer his 
thoughts on the industry. 
He regularly gets hundreds 
of thousands of views for his 
four weekly YouTube posts. 
“Social media is where it 


took off,” he said, sitting in 
his parents' living room with 
Anna Griffin who was his first 
employee and a fellow stu¬ 
dent at Seton Hall University 
in New Jersey. “We don’t 
have a retail store — there 
was no actual foot traffic. It 
was all social buzz.” 

The young entrepreneur, 
who founded the compa¬ 
ny with $10,000 in saved up 
birthday money when he 
was a college sophomore, 
has a larger-than-life perso¬ 
na on social media, with a 
no-holds-barred approach 
to roasting iconic brands 
such as Breitling. Some of 
his viewers comment that 
he needs to lay off the caf¬ 
feine or sugar. 

The internet has democ¬ 
ratized horological knowl¬ 
edge, much like other 
niche areas of expertise like 
aviation. 

A watch enthusiast can 
spend hours on web fo¬ 
rums, debating the differ¬ 
ences between the vari¬ 
ous iterations of a $4,500 
Tudor Black Bay (“I love 
the domed crystal but I’d 
be interested to see it 1 mm 
thicker," says one member 
on RolexForums.com of the 
latest “Fifty-Eight” release.) 
The explosive growth of pr¬ 
eowned watch sales has 
deeper roots than social 
media, however. There’s 
an emotional and intel¬ 
lectual appeal to owning 
a mechanical device that 
could have three hundred 
small pieces inside. 

Take the ubiquitous iPhone 
— easily replaceable, Ze¬ 
ron notes. 

“If your vintage Omega 
breaks, that's it. It’s over. 
You will never get another 
one like it,” he said. “You 
are going to remember the 
drinks and the dates and 
the arguments you had in 
it. You are going to be sad 
that you lost it." 

“If you went into an IWC 
boutique, they may have 
50, 60, 70, 80 watches to 
choose from,” Govberg 
said. “But in the preowned 
space of IWC, you may 
have 900 watches to 
choose from.” 

But the bottom line is that a 
preowned luxury watch in 
great condition is usually a 
third of the price of a new 
one.Q 
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This May 24, 2018, photo shows preowned watches on display 
at Govberg's flagship store in Philadelphia. 

Associated Press 











